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| ' And the Lawfulnek of it ſhew'd from-the Teſtimony b: 


of above an hundred eminent Non-Conformilts 
of feveral Perſwaſions. 


- Publiſhed for the ſatisfaCtion of the ſcrupulous, and to - | 
prevent the ſufferings which ſuch needleſly 
| expole themſelves to. 
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 DISSENTERS 


Church of England. 


Dear Pd, 


0 U. being at this time called upon by 4u- 

tbority to- jon 1m Coind with the 
Church, and the Laws ordered to be put 
p in Execution againſt ſuch as refuſe it ; its both your 
Duty and Intereſt to enquire into the grounds upon 
which you deny Obedience to the Laws, (onmmuni- 
on with a Church of” God, and thereby _— 
Religion to danger, and your {+ 2p" to. ſuffering 
which , unleſs the cauſe be bi: al Mr. Meds 


clear, and the end right-, . canciot brite Fen | 


_ to your ſelves, or be acceptable to God." Not = 
Peace to your ſelves ; For we cannot fuffer . 
þ: ily the ſpoiling of our Goods, the Con» we. Buu's 
4 <a of our Perſons, -che- ruine of our © * © 
Farmlies,.\unleſs Conſcience be able truly td. 
po a haye- done any. —_— fin - 
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v', "God to Gas Al are TER 
Concinuat. of HOrtion he bath ibrruſtetſthem wit 


| Morn. Exer. 
Ser. 4 p92. 'things rot away 


withoifr' gs po fon: Its T5 : made it 
our duty to dorwhat wer. cary without Sin in 
Obedience to that Authority which he 
hath {cr 'aves ,us, (a#pu are tald by ſave i i 
#he fame” Condition Sith your” ſelves) 
To aſſiit perſons im this enquiry, I have ob- 
ſerved that of late ſeveral of the Church of Eng- 
land: have undertaken the moſt material \pajyts 
that ' you do: queſtion, :and have. handled: them with 
that She "1 Calnntefs \ which becomes their fro- b 
fejſin, and: the . gravity of "the Arguments, and © }F 
bay the better invite >thoſe.'t < are willing F 
c0-be.;fatisfied, fo peruſe and tonſulex them. Bur 
becaiſe\ Truth and Reaſon.do too often ſuffer by the 
prejudices we: have. againſt particular perſons ; to 
-' remove, 4s, much: as. may be, that obftruftion, 1 
have nt this Treatiſe - ſheined> that theſe Authors | 
arenot' alone, but have the - concurrent Teſtimony 
of the mo ſt eminent Non-Canformiſts . for them, 
who ele wav} there 4s nothing requi- 
red .m the Parochial Communioft of the Church of 


b. | England, that can be a. ſufficient reaſon for Se- 
"= path fr it. "Ther _ way they F 


ol Phe 


V 


OS two, if the Cauſe were to 
ole ; ſo that 1 fete or Authori- 
ty oil Ha I hope that yet your ſatisfaftion 
* and recovery to the Communion of the Church is 
not to be deſpaired of : Which God of bis. infinite 
mercy grant for your own and the Churches ſake. 
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SEIES : 


NON.CONFORMISTS 


P --E A. 


FOR 
 Lay-Communion 
With the 


CHURCH of ENGLAND. 


HE Chriſtian. World is divided into + 
two Ranks, Ecclefiaſtical and Civil; u- 
fually known by the Names of Clergy 

| ..and Laity, Miniſters and People, The 
| Oe Clergv befides the things eſſentially 

belonging to their Office. are by the Laws of all well» 
ordered Churches in the World , ſtrictly obliged by 

Declarations or Subſcriptions, or. both, to-own and 

maintalh the Doctrine, Diſcipline and: Conſtitution 

of the Chureh into which-they are admitted. Thus 
inthe Ciurch of. England, They do ſybſcribe to the 
truth of che Da@rine more eſpecially contained in 
the Thirty Nag Articles., ,and.deglare thatthey.wi 
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2» Cranford, 


Church, and the Uoiry c Iſtians , which doth 
much depend upon that of its Officers and Teachers. 


-But the Kaigyareyngor no ſu l-gattons, there; 
being no* w/e adfideton required of 
them, nor any ting more than to attend. upon, and 
joyn with he Worlhjpipraciſed and allpwed in the- 
Church, £ Vhus it is in Me Church of Enttand, as it 
is ackno ed by worthy PÞerfon, to whom when 
Care, part 2.p. it Was objeQted that many Errours in Dodrine and. 
29. * Liſe were impoſed as Conditions of Communion, he 
replies, What « impoſed on you at Derry: > Your - 


Comm 61 mrt hi # p64 Cr her Bfrthe Pariſh 
Churc Toth pr Of REID of Bape, In dif. 


courling therefore about che lawfulneſs of Communion. 
with a Church, the differeqee betwixt theſe two muſt - 


be carefully obſexyed,. leſt the things ,cequired .only 
of OrBr oC Mn Mol behouphe. o Ls 


A Book  licen- al], It's obſerved by one, That the original of all our 
cad by Mr. Miſchtiefs ſprung from mens confounding ihe terms of - 
Mrn:iflerial Conformity withihofe of Li1yz=Comimmunion 
teith the Parochral Aſſemblres; there being/'much .© 
more requiredof the Mimfter's than of the Peopp 
vate perſons baving mutth leſs to'ſay for themſes 

abſenting from the publick Worſhip of God tho perfor. 
med by the Liturgy thanthe Paſtor hath for not take. 
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 onthert26belawful, end find themſelves oblige to 
meintaiout 10:& private capacityela the People Þy per- 


cliiaggin Gino to-be thay of the:Minifters, þus 
widelyi from 4#t;- would! be induced .to, hotd 


Coinmunion with the Church,and:to joyn with thoſe 

of their Miniſters that think it/their Duty fo to do; * 

and are thetein of the opinion- of the old Non-Con- 

formiſts:fhat did not-aR*, : 45 1f i here 1045 0 ddl * Rothband's | » 

bettwren ſeparation: from the Church and true W orjb1p - co "—_ 5 

thereof, and ſubſcription unto,or prattice or approba- ed to the grave 

tion of all the corraptions of the ſame, For Þ jhowgh 94 modelt 

they would not ſubſcribe to theCeremonses, yet they y : 

were againſt ſeparation from God's Publick Worſhip, + NichoPs Ples 

asone'of them inthe name of the reſt dothideelare.So © 5 Pu 2 

that asgreat a vifference as there is betwixt preſence 

and conſent,betwixt bare communion and approbati- 

on, betwixt the officeof the Miniſter and the atten» 

dance of a private perſon,ſo.much is there betwixt the 

Caſe of Miniſterial and Lay-Communion: And there- 

fore when we conſider the Caſe of Lay-Communion, 

we are only torelpedt what is required of the people, 

what part they gre'to have and exerciſe in Communi- 

cn with the'Church. Now what they are concerned 

in, are either, The Forms that are impoſed, ' the Ge- 

tures they are to uſe, andthe Times they are to ob- 

ſerve, for the Celebration 'of Divine Worſhip; or , 

The Miniſtration, wh:ch they may be remotely ſup- 

pos'd alſo to be concerned in. - | 

The lawfulnefs of all whichy and: of all- things re- 

quired in -Lay-Communion amongſt us, I ſhall not 

undertake to prove and maintairbyArguments taken 

from thoſe that already are in full Communion with 

the Church of Exg/and, and ſo are obliged-ro guſtific 
it; but from thoſg that in A Peer 
BS. . o z ith 
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3 maticksp. 13. 


| pe Ar argon gs © more heeded:as co- 
2 themſelves, andfrom ſuctychar. are: as"'for« | 
in other reſpeAs to- own- the miſcarriages of the 
Church; and thoſe  nprokadirg/ ratefromit'-_/ 
\. For thebetter onderſianding the Caſe, and of 
their-Judgmens init, 1 ſhall conſider, - 
1. Whatopinton the moſt eminent and ſober Non- 
Conformiſts have had of the Church of England, 
2, What opinion they. have had of Communion 
with that Church. 
3» What opinion they havehad of ſuch pradtices 
and uſages inthatChurch,asLay-men are concernedin, 
T1, What opinion the moit eminent and ſober Nom 
Confor miſts have had of -the Church of England. And 
that will appear in theſe two things, F;r#7, Thar they 
owne hertobea true Church ; Secondly z To be's a 
; Church in the main very valuable. 
 Bojlys Diſwa- . Fir ft; They owne hey tobe a true Church, Thus an 


F  hive,C.2.-p:21. Eminent Perfon {ath of the old Non-Conformilts, They 
[ aid always __ againſt theCorruptions of theChurch* 


= vool of England, 6ut never againſt the truth of her Being,ov 
+ . Religanof Thecomport of her go Ta Br Tn, er isafirmed 
. £912 P-33- of the preſent,by a .grave--and ſober Perſon: amongſt 
A them, The Presbyterians generally hold the Church of 
England tobe atrue Church, though defeftive in its 
Order and Diſcipline, And thus it's acknowledged in 
the name of the r:\t. by one that undertakes their De- 
fence,and would deſendthern in their Separation, We. 
© - Nen-Confear= acknowledge the Church of England to be a true- 
E. miſt noSchiſ-, "Church, and 124 we are Mnbri's of the ſame wiſible 
Church with them, And his they.do not. only barely 
afſerr, bur do undertake toprove: This is done by«the 
'old Non-Gonſormiſts ; ; in their -Confutation-of the 
*Browniſts, who thus begin, That the Gharch- ft. 
os : . gangs 


| "Rena's whoſorver witting ling, ” TWg —_— 


.  Sateeh (xr oled: bimfelf 
doubt not but the indifferent Rea oe may be perſwa- 
wy by Theſe Reaſons E hewing: 
* We enjoy and joyn together in the aſe of 
+ thoſe outward means, which God hath ordained 
* in} his Word for the gathering of a viſible Church, 
* and have been effecualto the unleigned converſion. 
© of many , as may appear both by the other. fruits of 
Faith, and by the Martyrdom which ſandry have. 
© endured that were Members of our Church, &c. 
2. * Our whole Church maketh profeſſion of the. 
*true Faith, . The Confeſſion of our Church, toge- . 


« her ith the Apology thereof, andthoſe Articles of © © 


*Religion which were agreed: upon in the Convoca- 
*rion-H ouſe, An. 1562, { whereunto every Miniſtes 

© of the Land is bound. to ſubſcribe ) ſo far: forth as- 
*they contain the Confefſien, of Faith and -the Do- 


FR 
the + ire iy from the Title or Rocks of a irue Church. 
Andif we enquire into the judgment of the pre- 
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F FRE Plea Py pllentigls'conflitutive of2.erue Church, are; 5. The - | 
 18.& 27... *Head); 12) The Body ; 3-The Union thatis between - 2 
4 *them-:, Which three concurring in'the: Church.:of 
© England, Chriſt being the profetied;Head;'. She be»- 
© ing Chrilt's profeſſed Body, and the Catholick Faith 
*being the Union-band whereby-they are coupled tos 
*Sether;She cannot injuſtice be denied a true(though 
* God knows far from a-pure ) Church. 
If we ſhould proceed in this Argument,and conficer 
the Particulars;I might fill aVolume with Teſtimonies 
of this kind, The DcArine of the Church is univerſal; 
ly held ro be true. and ſound, cven the Browniſts own- 
EBrownits Apol. Ed 1T'oF old 1 their calm mood, who declare,We teflifie 
>p:7- 4». 1604. FO all men by theſe Preſents , That we have not forſa- 
; ken any one Point of the true,ancient, Apoflolick Faith 
. profeſſed in our Land, but hold the ſame grounds of 
Chriſtian Religion withthem. See more in Bayly's 
Diſlwaſive, c:2. p.20.33. and Dr. Siz{ingfieet's Unrea- 
ſonableneſs of Separation, part 1:$ 9. p.31. ThePref- 
byterians (if I may fo call chem for diſtinCtion fake) 
$21. doownit. So Mr, Corbet, The DofFrine of F1ith and 
Sacraments by Law eftabliſhed « heartily received 
by the Nou-Conformiſts.So Mr. Baxter, As for the De- 
trine of the Church of England,the Biſhops and therr 
Followers fromthe firſt Reformation begun by Edw.6. 
were ſound in Dottrine,adhering tothe Auguſtan me- 
#hod expreſs'd now inthe Articles and Homiliesthey 
: drffer'd not in any conſiderable Point from thoſe whom 
© theycalled Puritans.The like is affirmed by the Inde- 
e-Offcring, Hendents, The Confeſſion of the Church of England, de- 
ee Mr.Bax. Clared im the Articles of Religion,and heretn what is 
Ps Delence of puyely DotFrinal,we fully embrace. As to the worſhip, 
Gear pay FEY OWN it for the matter and ſubſtance to be good, 
: and Wadſwerthin his 7 yet no Schiſm, p.C 0,62, | Mr. Tronghton's __ 
ENon-Conformilts, , 3, p. 10c.. an 


Hhoepro By 478 Ari pair, THere wrd--. © 
nt in God  Pathek Wor, So ww; but 
DLA $Yons by the "inſtitution, ordinance, and come 
mandment of ihe Lord.$0 among the preſent.it is own- 
_ edby oth Rresbyretians Be- Independants; by the. for- 
mer inthe Moving Exerciſe, Why may it not-be (uf. Coninuar.” 
poſeable," that Chriſtians nay be moved by reaſonable Morning Ex 
conſiderations to attend the publick Forms, the ſubſtan- , ER 
tial parts of thembeing rHoug hi agreable to a Divine : 
Taftitutton, though in ſome” ir cltmſt antials too difagye- 
able.Soit'ts acknowledged, That in private Meetings Troughtaw's A. 
the ſame Dottrihe and Worſhip u ujed as intheÞParyſh 9-2-1941 
Churches, only-ſome Circumſtances and Ceremonies 0- I 
mitted. By the latter, We &now full well that we af- Peace-Of 
fer in nothing from the whole form of Religion eftabs ? 7: 
li{btd in England, but only 1m ſome few things in ont» 
wars Worſhip. Rut 1 (hall have turtheroccaſionta 
treat Of this Naer the third Genepal. As for the Minis 
firy of the Churcti , 1. It is acknowledged robe true, .* 
and for fubſtance rhe ſame whichCariſt hath eſtabliſb-- "5 
ed. So Mr, Bradſhaw, I offirm, That the Miniſtry of \;,..coam 
our Church AſSemblies(howſoever it may tn ſorhe Pt + neſs of the | 
ticular parts of the execution happily be defettswr in paration; Pu 
ſome places) « for the ſubſtance thereof that very ſame 
Miniſtry which Chriſt hath ſet in bs Church... "This 
he ſpeaks, as he faith,” of thoſe #57 do. ſubfſcrobe and - 
couf9 (ei arcoriten to the Laws of the State. 
at they have all thingeneceNarily wr. ..5 


to their Office; fo the grave and modeſt Confararos 
Wire on The, reachin 7 the whole truth of God's Grave " "ay 
nes COA fr 16 bene — 

Fo Pr ay#” as eall parts | 1 

= M; Jntacln in the 'Witd, jo they 
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Unafnmble Thus much Mr. Br adfh 3 doth contend ior, So many 
"nels of Separs- of our Minifters (who in the Book of Ordination are 
ro B:7+37: called Priefts an oriany" - in al OE NS 
2 ing the ſubſtance of their Miniflry , are qualified ac- 

þrorgx >radEpe of the Laws, have heir Offices, 
-Callings, Agminiftiration © maintenance for the ſub+ 
tance thereof ordained by Chrift. And yet I deny not, 
but there may-be ſome accidental defetts, or ſuperflut- 
ties in or about themall;yet ſuch as do nol, or cannot 
.be proved io deſtroy the nature and ſubſl ance of any of 
"them. This is maintained at largein rhe-Letter-of the 
; Miniſters inOld £ngland;Rc, p. 86,87, | 
#pologert. Nar- And the like is alſo affirmed even by thoſe of the 
paron, p. 6: - Congregational way, fo the-Brethren-in their Apolo- 
J 8Y, The unwarrantable power-in Church-Governours 
did never work 1n any of us, any other thought, much 
WM . Heſs opinion,but 1h.ut the Miniſtry thereof [oi the Eng- 
De ment liſh Churches) was a true Miniftry. So Mr, Cotton, 
__— power whereby the Minifters in England do ad» 
et. miniſter the Word and Sacraments, is either (pirity- 
E- - atand proper, eſſential totheir Calling, or adventiti- 
h 088 and accidemal. The former they have received 
E. from Chr: 3,c. The latter from the Patron who pre» 
4 . ſents, or the Biſhop who ordains, Sc. Whoever has a 
mind to ſee their Ordination, defended may conſult 
Jus Divinum Minifterij Evangelici,part 2.p. 12,16, 
17,25,&c. Jus Divinum Regrm, Eccleſ. p. 264 &t, 
- - MCawadrysladependeney a great Schiſm, p. 116. and 
.- his Defencevt if, p. 35; 37, YE 
- _.:: Thus fartherefore we ſee how far it is agreed, that 
_ the Church of Eng/and. is a true Church. in. its Do» 
Qrine, Worſhip and Miniſtry, But when we come 
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Books quoted in the Margin *:Others look upon nit" gs remedy, pq, 
a pri Neva thiog,and what may lawfully be comply-4% . 2 
"*ed with ; So Mr. Tombs (|, It i #o more aint the yea. a gras 
Gare” ro term the Believers of England ihe Charch Schilm, p. 60, 
gt, op. nd, than it wto term Believers throughout 15,073. 4 
the World the Catholick Church ; nor is it "move wnſit jutt defence, $ 
for #4, to term our ſelves Members of the Catholith 5.16. Profacyy 
Church; nor «there need to ſhew any inſtitution of our &c. 9, Y*H MY 
Lord, move for the one thanihe other. a 
But thoſe that will not own ir tobe a true Chureb « c,,;,, ww * 
in reſpeR of ſuch a conſtitution, or thar ſpeak'doubt- formation not 
tully of it,do yet aſſert as much of the Pariſh Church- RE 1 
es, Its acknowledged by all, that the diſtribution into mea. lakes _— 
Pariſhes is not of divine but humane inſtitution ; but p-101&c. _* 
withal, its thought by ſome * agreeable to the reaſon (22979'* In 

of the thing, -and ſomewhat favoured by Setipture , Schicn, p: 138 
and by experience has been found to be of ſuch con» &<- ” 
venience, advantage, and ſecurity to Religion, that 
a perſon of great eminence hath more than once +Mr. Bexter's, 
ſaid + ; 1 doubt not but he that will preſerve Retig- Plex for Peach 
on here in its due advantages muſt endeavour topre» an 
ſerve the ſoundneſs, concord and bonour of the Bas 6.to. yx4. 
Tifo, Churches, And another very"worthy perſon Peron pics 

| faith, That :he nulifying and treading down the pur 3 
Pariſb Churches « a Topiſh Deſign. ' Bat whate- coun-of the © 
ver opinion others may have of. that \Form , - yet IPRS 
all of one ſort and another, agree that the Churclt communes} 
es ſo called, are or may be true Churches, This »6- 8 
was the general opinion of the old Non-Conformiſts. Tags 

_ Thus faith a late Writer, who, though he'is unwillio { Aptpe19g 
to grant. thac they did own: the" National- Church -- 7 

. to be a true Church, Tenn (as w_- BE 
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pu =P: > Chirahes chat had the woe which My, TT 

; 7  $ha;father of the. Congregational party wrote for com- 

. tar of manion' with, againſt Fr Johnſon , and is reſpeto 

which be calle them Separatifts ainft whom he 

K: Engl '® 12rote, The ſame I may [ay of My.Bradihaw;Dy. Ames, 

een P:4% 8 andotber Non-Conformifts,whom the Congregational 
pie] rang were favourable To thetr way, . 

AnVif:we: _ mo mares 5 Rey feof rs 
pol.c.i.p;11.7- 211 again, that f nerasb ſenſe of 1 

—_ | hola og Gaforaufts both Miniſters Kr Pd. #5, 

ihatihe Pariſbes of England gener ally are true Chur- 


ches,bath as to the mattev of them, "the pe pelpir being 


Chriſtrans; and as to the —_— their Minifters beint 
inye Minifters,ſuch as fortheir AotFrine and maitners 
deſerve: not. tobe Hegradid, But left he ſhould be 
_ {aces —__ fide; 1 hall vere wr 
-mony as.are Congregational way.As for 
Se oC Nt land, de, Bao ap fay, ww 
& $BELY OWN exxpre nifhe $hatibey take the 
h hr v2 es 5y5. of have godly Minefter s 7h irueC; barebtr | 
Way cleared, thai hr anly My Caton ofeſſeth that Robinſon's de- 
p- wal of t be Parifoional arches fo be true Churches, 
0/35 BEVEN received into any heart amongſt them; and 
x, p.3. otherwhere faith, we dare not deny fo oblef the womb 
= 3641. that bare wp, and the paps that gave us ſuck, 
"OS The fiveDiſlſenting Brethren: to declare, We have 
nn 6 hin Ty algo on 10 "make before God" and the 
- LP: 47+ REI conſcience of the defitements in the |. 
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true Churches and Bodyof Chrift/Te 
*  Goodin: ; 1 CONGETT I- it a&/an Gxror* 
Soho hold particalar:Ghutches (th 


Gharcherdto be Re og ai | 
Minifters to hit #6. true Minifters, ©'wpo ou 
forbtar ah Church-Communion with thein ww t3eaveng, + 
or in any otherOrdinance &c.undiaith I atquitied my 
before}fromthis,and my Brethren inthe Miniſtry. 
- Bur the Church of Eng/and'is notonly thusigekrnow- 
ledged a trac Chiirch,but hath been alſo looked ypon 
as the moſt vatusble in the World; whether we'cont- 
der the Church it ſelf, or thoſe that-miniſter in it. The 
Church itſelf, of which the AE and 
modeſt confutetion thus write; AÞ1b+ knoton Chyreh- **5< 
es inthe world acknowledge our Church for 16, 
I {Rer, and give unto us the right hand of fellowſpip, . © 
>. &c.Dr.Goodwinſaith, If we ſhowld not —_ Ibid. 4 
. theſe Charches ſoftated (i.e, Pariſh-Churches}/oSe#5e - 
irue Churches of Chrift, and heir Minsſteys tne Mi- © | 
niflers, and thery order futh,and holdContmetsnfon with — - 
them t00 #n the ſence (poten of, we muſt acknowledge 
wo Church in all the Reformed Churches Sc. for (they 
are 4t as full of uixetures' as ours. And Mr: F. Godd- = 
win ſaith, that ;havr e003 mere of theivath and poriver CR 
of Religron in England, wwder the late Prelatical Go ©... 
vernment, than in all the Reformed Churches inthe 
World beſides. Tf we would have a Characer'vf the _ 
Miniſtry . of. the Church of England ,- 25 it'Was then, rap 
Mr. Bradbaw' gives it (Our Churchey' are not TM OK 
, ful. Minifters', to any of thetreformed Charches > 
"of Chief jm foreign parts; Ste! And certainty" the | 
ESL X C2 > number 
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| phrenrvady: ry, .the Dodrine Peeters 
ky , the worſhip in the main good and allow- 
Ag _ the defeRs ſuch as render not the Ordinan- 
ces unacceptable to.God, and. ineffeRual tous; I think 
there is. much ſaid- toward: the: proving. Communtbn 
with that. Church lawſul, and to juſtifie thoſe that do 
Joy ninit;. which brigg3 tothe ſecogd OI. SHA 
ih to conſider, 
2.. What opinioathe Gber andeminent Non-Cons 
its have; of. Communion, with the (Corey: of 
England? And they generally hold, '. \ 
1, That they are not totally to ng from it; 
this follows fromthe former, and muſt be own'd by - 
| all. them that hold ſhe. is a true. Church ;z:for to:own 
1,20. be ſuch,, and yet. to. ſeparate totally- frony it 
 wouldbetoownand dias it at. the ſame time: So 
pers for ac ſay the Members of the Aſſembly of Divines, Thus t0 
amen" depart from true Churches, # not th hold Communion 
withthem as ſuch, but rather by departing to declare 
xr he them not to.be ſuch, And faith Mr. Bax/er, nothing 
di- rorell Warrant. us to ſeparate from-a Durch- as to 
Church[ which yet is the caſe in total ſeparation] 4#7 
the want of ſomething eſſential to a.Church:Butif the 
rch have all things eſſential to itz it 1s 4 true 
ins Church, .and got to; be. ſeparated from.. When the 
_— Church. of Rome is.called a,tras Church ; its -under- 
ſtoodia a Metaphyſical or natural. ſence, as a. Thief. . 
& airue mai, __ the ns a though the ha 
7 ,. 
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ſo eparare from her is a duty. Bur when theChurch 2. 
3 of; + Sywek ſaid ro be a'trye Churctr, or the'Para- 
chil Churches true Churches, 'irs in a moral ſenfe, -- - » 


as"they re ſound Churches, which miy: ſafely be + 
communicated with. Thus doth Dr: BYygan make tlie pudting vides 
poſition, The Church of Rome & a part of the uni«. God, Serm, 6.) 
wverſal viſible Church of Chriſtians, ſo far as they pro- 7*5*929% 
eſs Chriſtianity, and acknowledge Chriſt their Thas, "2": 
ut it iy the viſible Softety of Traiterous T/ſurpers, fo I 
far as they ofe 5 the Pope 10 be their Head, Bee From 
thu Church'therefore which ts Spiritual Babylon, 
God's OR are bound to ſeparate, $c. but not from 
Churches which have made ſeparation from Rome,as 
. thevreformed Proteſtant Churches inFrance,andtheſe  _.. 
of Great Britain Gave done, tn whoſe Congregations is - 
ound t#uth of Dor inea tawful Minifiry,and a peo- 
ple profeſſing the true Religion , ſubmitting to, and 
ing together inthe true Worſhip of God. Such a 
Fpayation would(as has been'ſaid) unchurch it. "This, 
would be todeny Chriſt holds Communion withiit, or - 
to deny Communion with aChureh with whichChriſt 
holds Communion, contrary to a principle that-is,” E 
think, univerſally maintained. * The error of theſe — 
© men, ſaith-Mr: Brightman *, is full of evil, who de *oagr. © 
$;n ſach a manner make a dp rom this | {7% 
© Church {by total ſeparation} as if- Chriſt were quite 272 Pina 
*baniſhed from hence, and' that there could be no Pixar, £ 
© hope of Salvation to thoſe that abide thefe, ' Let & 
_ * theſe men conſider, thar Chrilt is hear feaſting with erayyrexia 
* his Members ; wilt they be aſhamed to fit. ar” ment Governmie 
* there, where Chriſtis not aſbamed-toſfir}-Further, 77.4 
this would'be « 'notorious Schifm.;j ſo 4he: old None 1 56.. ** 
aT | : Conformuſts = 
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wy ”T_ "i | EE 
ag py :p: - of the ſeparation, 
ps er ſar 10 me ryare Frag Church, a ay; pits tobe 
"Batra, nnd whoſe minifiry I achnowledg to be (aw TAs 
3 than _ a Church which I conceive to be falſe, and 
ng ers I takezo bave norallin 1g fromGod,nor 
porter hn Mie from bis hand. This i eo their 
©, Fbat tots! ſeparation - from the 
MP Crt bares - And this the old Non-Confor- 
TD »,-; miſtsdidgenerally-hold & maintain againſt the Brown- 
gr. M3 *eand the Be Dillon ing brethren dideoelure cn their 
E Parker on. part; + We 7 qu I s profeſſed ,' and that in thoſe 
" Ha temes when the Churches of England were the moi? , 


_ þ: rither attually overſpread with defilements, or in the 
poboger.Nor. greateſt danger che hef. 8&c. 4hat we both did aud 
. would hold Communion 121th them as the, Church of 
- Chrift, "And —_—— the preſent Noa-Conformiſts , 


ſeveral have Communion with the Church 
againſt thoſe that ſeparate from it, and have in Print 
declared ir to be their duty and their practice, So Mr, 

* m  Saxtev, || Tconſtunily joyn ina Par Chircb in 
Li of | j.. ogy d Sacrament. les faid of Mr. Feſeph Aer *, 
That br a rote eames attended on the. publick wore 

74 TED , as his opportunities and flrength permitted +: 
A Brinſey.that he ordinarily attended on.ghe 
- Publick: ag pg Dr. Collins; faith as much of -him- 
> folf Mr. Lye in his'Farewell Sermon doth adviſe 

his People'to'* artend the Publick: Worſhip, of -God , 


*ohexe the beſt they c2uld-, :2nd-not to ſepyre, 
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pe Tee boy hve 269, ah 4 5% 
AY be Pablick of God: ky dag Pe Bo 
Ee. /cdatcs, Iproftſy where-ever Frome, Imake it ney buſi- 
4 weſs to reconeule people to the public Memblice. ” 
confeience would fly in my face if T ſhould do other; 
And Mr. Corber as he ad heſd Communion with: the , 
Church of Ex ax *fo faitty, That rhe Precbyttiy ag nn 
ans generally fre ent ihe Worſhip of Gow im the Pub- of the } 
lick AfſerbUes F. Its evident then rhat it is their Convrmilizg 
principle, and we may charitably believeit is their +rioa@ ed 
praQice in Conformiry to it. Thus'Mr. Corber de- the Relighnay 
clares for himfelf, * F own Pariſh-Churches';: ha- Kop-99- *X 
*ving &@ co rnof Miniſter, and 'a ramber- of ere- SID? 
« dible Profeſfors of Chriſtianity, for rrue' Churches, 

*and the "Wor therein performed, as well in Lay-c TY 
2 « Common-PraYr as in the Preaching of the Word; to an, puta. > 
- * be in' the main found: and goodfor the' ſubſtance. i 
«or matter thereof: And } may not . difown the 
*ſame' in my praQtice by a toral weakdEtferadl; -for- 

©my judgment and praQice ought: ro be concordant, 
Andif theſe. two, judgment and pradtice, be not con- 
cordant, it wonld be impoſible'to convince men 
that they arein earneſt, or that they do believe them- I 
felves while St Theme againſt ſeparation and yet do  _, > 
keepit up. Th men therefofe * were aware of 
this, hikers little after the Plague and Fire to con-"o 
fider(faith-Mr, Baxter) whethey our aftuaFforbear- ras Plet'F 2 
ance io joyn'with the Pariſb-Churches in” the Sacra- y-140% 
went[8& much more if ir was total]wight not tend tb © 
decerne men, and make TOM to Feve. hat "we were = 
for ſep ar ation from them, and took the 
ike unlawful: Ard upon the reafons "given _— 
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2. They bold that they are not. to. ſeparate fur= 
ther from ſuch atrue Church, than. the things that. _ * 
they ſeparate for arc unlawful , or are conceived” © 
ſoro be; that is, that they ought to go as far as they 
nerve; 1. £4, and do what lawfully they may toward Commy- 
"2p? nion with it. . For they declare, * That to joyn in no- 

*-.. thing, becauſe they cannot joyn it all things, is a ds- 
>  widingprattice, and not to do what they can do. in 
Cc thatcaſe is Schiſm, for then the ſeparation is raſh 
_ ay and unjuſt, + If therefore the Miniſterial Communion 
SroxfyArreign- be thought unlawful , and the Lay-Communion 
np lawtul, the unlawfulneſs of .the former doth not bar 
w Lay-Com- & perſon. from joyning in the latter, * The de- 
anion, &c. © nying of aſſent and conſent to all-and every thing 

- = *containgd. in the; Book of Comaliſa-Prayer ». doth 


BS * not gainſay the lawfulneſs of partaking in that 
E * *Worlhip, it being ſound for the ſubſtance in the 
: * main., (Sc. 8s a. judicious perſon hath obſerved, 

This was the caſe overall y of the old Non-Confor- 


miſts, who notwithitanding their excluſion from their 

' Publick Miniſtry , held full Communion with the 

| Church of Erg/2nd. We are told by a good band, 
IM bs © That as heretofore Mr. Parker Mr.Knewſtubs, Mr. 
eapulat d& T/dal, 8c. and the miny Scores ſuſpended in Queen 
er fewer, © El; 2;2601b, and King Fames's Reign; fo allo of la- 


PM-Newss-"« ter times, Mr. Dod, Mr. Cleaver, &c, were utterly a- 
der, *opainſteven Semi-Scyaration; 5, e. againſt abſenting 
ady Try- themſelves from the Ptayers and the Lord's Supper,So 
674.12:- its affirmed of them by Mr. B.1/},They have evermore 
 Ccondemmedvoluntary Separation from the Congrega- 
. . tons, and Aſemblies, or negligent  frequenting Fd | 
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-  "prefs. the- People to prefer.the publick Service: before 107% 7 
the private, and. to. come to /the! beginning: of the Treaiſes. Tr. 
Prayers, as an help to ſtir, pp God's Graces, Sc.,- And 7<+22%* 
LH _ © offiers did bath-receive;the Sacrament, and exhort | 

® * others fotodo, as I ſhall afterward ſhew. Again, 

' "If in Lay-Communioa any, thing is [thought to. be F 
unlawful,-rhat is no reaſon againſt-the things that are - 
lawful ; This was the caſe of many-of the godly and 3740 
learned Non-Conformiſts in the laſt Age, as, we are _ 4 
told, That were perſwaded in their Conſciences,that Vue of 7 
they could not hold Communion with the Church of Gy. p. ry” A 
England, in rece:ving the Sacrament kneeling wit, 
out Sin; yet did they not ſeparate from her. Indeed in 
that particular att they withdrew, but yet [o,as they F- 
held Communion with her in the reffl. And thus much - .*f 
is owned by thoſe of the preſent Age,as one declares ; » 3 

- *TheChurchof Eng/and being a true Church: ('ſo Jeruibas 'p.. 

* that a total ſeparation. from her is- unwarrantable ) 29: 3o-- 
* therefore Communion with her in all parts of real 

© folemn Worſhip,wherein I may joyn with her, with» | 
© out either let or (1n;. is a duty, . So another faith of "IN: BY 4 
them ; They are ready and deſirous to return to ful as 


: 
, 


uniou with the Parifhes when ever the obRacles ſball 
be removed, And again, They hold Communion with 
the Pariſhes, not only sn Faith and Dofrine, but alſo 
in atts of worſhip, where they think they can lawful  _  ® 
ly do it; _ This thoſe of the Congregational way do "Þ 
alſq accord to, that they ought 1n all lawful things = 
to communicate with che Churches of Exg/and ; not A 
only in obedience to the. Magiſtrate (in which, cafe : 
they alſo acknowledge it'to_be their. duty\ as well .ag 
others.) but. alſo, as. they are true. 'Churches3, and 


- Mr. Nye's Caſe 4 
bb $5 os oh A | ent uſe, pu, © 
therefore plead for the lawfulneſs of hearing the'eſta» 4 and 5. 
bliſhed Miniſtry, and undertake to anſwet-.the obs mY 
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of late, as they are Printed together, Upon the con- 
ſideration of which the latter of theſe thug concludes, 


E _ "£- < In moſt of the miſperſwaſions of theſe latter times , 
- - he's Caſe p.. © by which men's minds have been corrupted, I find, 
_——_ <in whatſoever they differ one from another, yet in 
| © this they agree, That it's unlawful to hear in pub- 
«flick; which I am perſwadedis one conſtant deſign 

© of Satan in the variety of ways of Religion he hath 

*\{:t one foot by Jeſuits among(t us, Let us there- 

" —_——— __ aware. - rp ar that 

| .r. » way. Of this Opinion alſo is Mr. Tombs ( though 
P yer p<, he continued an-Anabaprtiſt ) who has writ a white 
| CHetring, Ge. Book to defend the Hearing of the prefent Miniſters 
| 369335: F: of "England, and toward the Cloſe of the Work hath 
| p-319. given forty additionif Reaſons for it, and in oppoſiti- 
= on tothoſe he writes againſt doth affirm, Sere, if rhe 
Church be called Mount Sion from the preaching of the 

Goſpel, the Aſſemblies -of England may be called Sion, 

Chriſt's Candlefiicks and Garden,as well as any Chrt- 

jans inthe World. 1 fhall concluds this -with what 

"=" Mr. Robinſon ſaith in this Caſe; viz. For my ſelf thus 


I believe with my heart before God, and profeſs with 
my tongue,and have before the World,that I have one 
and the ſame Faith Spirit, Baptiſm and Lord, which 
1 had in the Church of England, and none other ; 
that I efleem ſo many in that Churth , of what 

e-or Order ſoever, as ave truly Pariakers of that 


 Faith(as I account thouſumas tobe ) for my Chriftian 


Brethren, ' and my ſelf 3 Fellow-member with them 


of that owe Miſtical Body of Chrift, ſcattevedfar and 
thr throwghout the World:that I have always tn ſpi- 


ao. tr 
&.2 


| R | hy TC n.* or lives, or tt Church. n ie. 7 | 
trthey are Miniſters, Bc, as you may find them. 
inMr, Robinſon's Plea for it of old; and Mr: Nye's 
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; & am moſt ready i 
' ons and Exerciſes of Religion, Tat 3 
done, to expreſs the ſame: And withat, that I am per- *. © 
ſwadedithe hearing of the Word of God there preach- | 
ed in the manner and upon the grounds formerly men- 
#roned,both lawful, and upon occafion neceſſary for me =. 
and all true Chriftians, withdrawing from that Hie- b 
rarchical Ordey of Church Government and 1p | | 
and the uniting in the Order and Ordinances inſiitu- 
ted by Chri#fi,- Thus far He. 
From what hath been ſaid upon this Head we may 
obſerve, that though theſe Reverend Perſons do go 
different Reaſons, according to the Principles 
they eſpouſe, though they agree not in the Conſlitu- 
tion of turches, Wc, yet they all agree that- the 
Parochial Churches are or may be ( as I have obſer- 
ved before.) true Churches of Chriſt, that Commus- 
nion with fach Churches is lawful, and that we are 
. to go as faras we can toward Communion with them, - 
Though they differ about the Notion of Hearing, as 
whether itbe an At of Communion, and about the 
Call ofthoſe they hear, yet they all agree in the law- 
fulneſs of ir. And therefore to ſeparate wholly in 
this Ordinance, and from the Parvchial Churches as * 
no Churches, are equally condemned by all. 
3. They hold, rhar they are not toſeparate from a 
Church for unlawful things, if the things accounted 
unlawful are not of fo heinous a nature-as to un- 
church a Church }' and affe@ the Virals of Religion; 
or are not impoſed as neceſſary termsW&, Commu- 
ion, SP . 
x. If the Corruptions are ſach as do not \un- 
> church a Church , or affe@ the vital parts of Reli- 
gion, Sofaith Mr. Tombs , © Not every, not many 
| | D 2 * Corruptions 
. <a. ek £ Ha 
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medals. kn * Corruprions - of ſom: kind*&6*un-Church:. there Fe 
- fir to. P E: _ LE 4 "* 7, 560 % ol T4 C 4 G4 ah HP cat de? eh 
ES 23. 247,48. 9g, many in Faich , Worlhip-and. Converſaty | 4 
Fad. Blake's . £ ON in the Churches of Coremth, and ſome. of the 


_ Findicie Fed. © Seven; Churches of Af, whia.yet were Golden 
b £312229%%"4 Candleſticks, -amidlt whom-Chrilt, did walk. But 
_— - *ſuch. general, avowed , unrepented. of..crrours ig 
% *Faith, as overthrow the foundation: of Chriſtian 
*Faith, to wit, Chriſt the. only Mediator betwixt 
* God and man, and falvation by him, Corruptions of 
* Worſhip by 1dolatry, in Life by evil manners, as are 
© utterly inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, till which in 
* whole or in partthey are not un-churched. For till 
then the Corruptions are tolerable, and ſo afford ng 
| juſt reaſon to diſſolve the. Church, or to depart from 
© Arraignment of it, SO Mr, Brinſley, Suppoſe ſome juſt grievances may 
| Schiſm, p. 50. be found amopg ws, yet arethey tolerable.? If ſo, then 
& Separation on this ground intolerable, unwarran- 
table: in as much as it ought not to be, but upon a ve- 
ry great and angels cauſe,aud that when there ts no 
temple meafa. 7e1edy. So Mr, Noyes, © Private Brethren may not SY 
- xd, p. 78. *ſeparate from Churches or Church-Ordinances; 
b- - * which are not fundam-ntally defeRive, neither in 
* Doarine or Manners, Herefie or Propiraneneſs. To 
4 all which add the Teſtimony of Dr, Owen and Mr, 
” Evangelical-» Cotton. The former aſſerts, That many errors in Do» 
*.Love, p. 76. © Atrine, diſorders in ſacred Adminiſtrations, irregular 
&. * walking in Converſation, with. negleRt and abuſe 
"% * of Diſcipline in Rulers, may fall out in. ſome Chur- 
V © ches, and yet not evacuate their Church-ſtate , or 
 *sive ſufficient. warrant to leave their Communion , 
FExpoſ. on 1 E- * and ſeparate from them, The latter ſaith, T/x- 
pſt. fon, p. Jeſs you fitd in the Church Blaſphemy, or Idolatry, or : 
46 Perſecution | that is, ſuch as is intolerable} there z5 no 


by | Juſt ground of ſeparation. This is univerſally own'd; 


Gutif any one ſhould yet continue unconvinced, let 


him 
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Churches in Scripture, colle&ed by Mr. Baxter, and 
I perſwade my ſelfhe will think the Concluſion in- 
ferr'd from it to be juſt and reaſonable. Obſerve, fairh 
he,ihat no one member 6.in all theſe Scriptures,or any 
other,commanded to come out and ſeparate from any of 
all theſe Churches, as if their Communion in Worſhip 
were unlawful. And therefore before you ſeparate 
from any as judging Communion with them anlawful, 
be ſure that you bring greater reaſons for it than any 
of theſe recited were, ; 

2. They are not to ſeparate, if the Corruptions 
are not ſo made the Conditions of Commumion , 
that they muſt neceſſarily and unavoidably commu- 
nicate in them, Mr.Vines ſpeaks plainly to both of 
theſe, © The Church may be corrupted many ways, 


*in Doarine, Ordinances, Worſhip, &c. And there 


* are” degrees of this Corruption, the Dofrine in 


*fome” remote Points, the Worſhip in ſormhe Rituals 


*of mans invention or cuſtom. How many Chur- 
*ches do we find thus corrupted, and yet no Separa- 
* tion of Chriſt: from the Jewiſh Church, nor any 
* Commandment to the Godly of Corinth, Se, to ſe- 
*parate.” ' I muſt in ſuch a Caſe avoid the Corrupti- 
on, hold the Communion----But it Corruptions 
invade the Fundamentals, the Foundation of D9- 


* Arine is deſtroyed, the Worſhip is become idola-. 


* trous; and\ what is above all; it the Church .im- 
© poſe fuch Laws of her Communion as there'ts a_ne- 
*-ceflity of. doing or approving. things unlawlul; in 
© that Caſe, Come out of B5ylon. The Churches 
© of Proteſtants ſo ſeparated from Rome. 


| But if the things be rior of ſo heinous'a n 
nor thusſtrialy required,* then Comm) nin wh 
Church under defeQs.is lawtul, 2g :inieh 4 
: 4-4, 
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7 Accowe of the. Yo Saith Mr. Corbert in the name ff the preſent Nox: - 
A of N: Conformiſts, We hold not our ſelves obliged to forſake 
a true Church a4 no Church for the corruptions WG diſ- 
- orders found therein, or to ſeparate from its wor(bip 
for the tolerable faults thereof , while our perſonal 
profeſſion of ſome error or prattice of ſome evil u not 
required a4 the terms of our Communion, And Mr. Bur- 
roughs himſelf doth grant as much and more; for hs 
ſaith, © Where theſe Cauſes are not fog the being 
conſtrained to profeſs, believe or praQtiſe contrary to 
the Rule of Faith,or being deprived of means altoge- 
ther neceſſary, or moſt expedient to ſalvation} * but 
_ * men may communicate without fin, profeſling the 
*truth; and enjoy all Ordinances , as the Freemen of 
« Chriſt ; Men muſt not ſeparate from a Church, tho' 
© there bs corruption in it, to gather into a new 
© Church, which may be more pure, and in ſome re- 
© ſpeRs more comfortable. And as tho' ſuch corrupti- 
ons ſhould be impoſed as terms of Communion, yet if 
not aQtually (of Get upon us, . ur communicating in — | © 


ihe irue part of God's worſhip # never the worſe for 
= the ſaid inpoſition , as long as we do not communicate 
+ TheUnreaſona- £5, 04" y __— as Mr. Bradſpaww doth argue: So 
| Biencls of the; ough they d be impoſed and be unavoidable to 
= Separation, p. . . - 
” 103. all that are in Communion, that is not a ſufficient rea- 
Y ſon ſor a total ſeparation, as it is alſo own'd ; for ſaith 
- Jergbbaal p.12. one, When the corruptions of aChurch ave ſuch as that 
E- ane cannoi communicate with ber without ſin unavoi- 
dably, that ſeers tome ta be a juft ground, though not 
of a poſitive yet of a negative,though not of a total yet 
| of apartial ſeparation; it may be a juſt ground tor 
i the leſſer, but is not ſo for the greater. 
. Suppoſing then the corruptions in a Church not to 
be ooh homons nature, not_reſpeing the Funda» —=—— 
mentals of Religion ; ſuppoſing again they w ace | 
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for the ſake'ot ſuch is'unwarrantable. . But to meke 
"this the more uncontroulably evident, I fhall confi- 
der the Corruptions as they reſpe& Worſhip, or 
Diſcipline.In Worſhip, I ſhall conſider the dcfeRts of 
it,in it ſelf, in the Miniſtration,the Miniſters and thoſe 
that joya with it , and ſhew that theſe do not difo- 
blige from Communion in it, and attendance upon it. oY 
x, The defets of Worſhip, if not effeornl, are $:ul, t, 
conliſtent with Communion , and-no juſt reaſon for Y 
withdrawing from it, This the Browniſts did ac- 4pol.p. 7.. 7 
knowledge with ſome qualification, * Neither count Y 
Eye it lawful for any member to forſake the Fellow- 
*ſhip of the Church, for blemiſhes and imperfedi- 
© ons, which every one, according to his Calling, 
«ſhould ſtudiouſly ſeck tocure, Sc. So ugrnay; ual 
poſe there were and are ſundry abuſes in the Church , 
yet it was no ſafe ground of Separation. When the Sons 
of Eli corrupted the-Sacrifices of God, their fis was 
reat,yet it was the in of the people to ſeparate © ab- 4 
Gor Thus a Reverend Perſon in his Farewel Sermon Zng/an#s Recs 
doth rightly inſtru his Auditors, * A means to ho{d =embrance , 
* faſt what yau have received, is —_—_— attendance *** 23% 2 
© on the publick Qrdinances and Worthipof.  Gad , if. 
* and when you can enjoy them in any meaſure ac- 
* cording to God's Will, though not. altogether. in - 
*the manner you defire, and they ſhould be admi-. 
* niſtred in, {Se. Though I dare not adviſe you 'to . 
*;oyn in any thing thatis inic ſelf, or in your judg- 
* ment evil, till you be ſatisfied about it ; yer I:'muſt; 
adviſe you to"take heed of Separation from - the 
©Cburch, or from what is good, and- God's own- 
* Ordigance, c, For the fuller proof of which; it 
ay not- be-amiſs to produce. the ſeveral Arguments. 
uſed by them'in contumation of this Truth. m__ T 
' 3. 
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"2 ©  -ſychdefefs; wouldbetolook after a greater perfect! | 
|. Confelboa of an, than this preſent ſtate will admit of. So the Brown- 
* Faith, "Art. 36, "ſts do:declare.,, None is to ſeparate from a Church 
rightly gathered andeſtabliſhed for faults and cov- 
_ ruptions which may,and,ſo long as the Church conſe- 
W.. - - fteth of mortal men,will fall out ariſe among them. 
* Comment on , And Mr. Jenkin argues upon this Principle, * Muſt not 
| J«de;vE. 19. © he who will forbear Communion with a Church till 
] © it be altogether freed from mixtures, tarry till the 
© day of Judgment, till when we have no promiſe that 
*Chriſt will. gather .out-of his Church whatſoever 
_ © doth offend? This was it that. amongſt other reaſons 
=. conquer'd the prejudices of. that Good Man Mr. F, 
+ His Lifep.111. AlJex, and kept him from Separation, of which- we 
, have this Account, © He knew of how great moment 
© ir was that the publick Worſhip of God ſhould be 

- * maintained, . and that its Aſſemblies ſhould not be 

* relinquiſhed , though ſome of its Adminiſtrations 

* did not clearly approve themſelves unto him ; be- 

* cauſe upon the account of ſome .imperfe@ions and 

; * pollutions in them, ſuppoſed or real, to withdraw 
' +» = *©Communion, .. is evidently to ſuppaſe our ſelves 
* zoin'd before our time to the heavenly Aſſembly , 
*or to have found ſuch an one upon Earth exempt 
* from all mixtures.and imperfections of Worſhip- 
* pers and Worſhip. The want of this prudent confſide- 
ration makes many toexpect more than can be expe- 
- aed;and tolook upon every:defect or corruption as in- 
ledg. De- tolerablezto prevent which therefore Mr. Baxter doth 
give this Advice to his Brethren, Teach them to. know 
that all men are imperfett and faulty, and ſos all 
mens Worſhip of God; and that be that will not com: 
municate with faulty Worſbip muſt renounce: Commus» 
nion with all the Warld, andrall withibim..! *; - 
TALL -- © -- decondly, 
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 corruptions, #nd therefore its nor unlawlit for others © 
 ſoto do, No doubt it wasworitten for our infliruttion; © ._ P 
ſaith a Reverend Perſon,our Lord Jeſu Chriſt '( who Englands Re. 
was as zealous for purity in God's Worſhip, as much —_— I 
againſt corrupt mixtures of mens inventions therern 9;. 2 
as any canpretend to be) :nſedioutiendion the publick * - A 
Worſbip in hs time, notwithiianding the many-tor«' 
ruptions brought snto it,” That he went intothetr Aſs 
. ſemblies not to joyn in any Worſhip , but only'to bear 
witneſs OLA Fhvir corrwpnions, is no where writs © 
ien;but rather the contrary #s held forth inScripture, * 
when be acknowledgeth himſeif a "Member of the” 
Church of the Jews, approves of and juitifies theiv * 
Worſhip, as right for ſubſtance, 'that {alvation might 4 
be attained therein, which apt ang tobe atlatmable' -_ 
in any oth#y Worſbip, John 4.92. we know (including _ 
himſelf amongſt thoſe that worſhipped God aright -) 
what we worſhip, for ſalvation is of the Fews. "This | 
is ſufficiently. proved by many *, that Chrift did;com--* 3-7 Tryal,..* 
municate with the Jewiſh Church, and is' gramtedas®: 732 
well by thoſe of the Congregational as F Presbyterial'+ The Parorm © 
way : And yet Doctrine, Diſcipline , and Worſhip of Diſcipline in -2 
were much corrupted, of which Mr, Hi/derfſbam'det 4 L# om £; 
give ſpecimen ||, but eſpecially Dr. Bryan *; There 1115; 35; aut 
© were many great corrupticns ia the Church» of the J**, p. 1659808 
« Jews.n Chriſt's time, the Prieſts and Teachers Were:s ps. g with 3 
*1gnorant and wicked, ond hada corruptand unlawful catp2o,. © 2 
*entrance into their calling ; and the Peoplewerehke +.  } 
* tothe Prieſt, gencrally notoriouſly and obſtinately 
© ungodly ; and the Worſhip uſed in that: Church' 4A 
© was yofully-corrupr, many ſuperſtitious Ceremo- +7 4 
© nies, the obſervation whereof were-morefirifly. 7 
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E _ *wasby Circumcifion incorporated a. Member, re- 
. { * ceived-Baptiſm (ina Congregation. of that People , 


*en, till. their day had its Period , Sc. By their ex- 
* ample it appears, that till God hath forſaken a 
*Church;' no'man may forſake it, &c. So that.. we 


Aſemblies that enjoy the Word and Dottrine of Salts 
vation though rbey bh 


God) and ſuch as none of the faithful may make See 
paration from. We ſhall need no further proof of thu 
Doftrine than the example of our Saviour himſelf , 


bagels of Sea: (wel Eyes to pierce into the impiety of mans Traditi- 
nb 0+ ons as be-had, as Mr. Bradſhaw ergues. 


© Non:Confor-. do not ſay that every corruption in;.agruec Church , 
Ln Fg a *-i3 ſufficient ground of Separation from it; The 


£ EN Pe 35» > 
2 | 


'Dj +Þl | . and. * 7, the 
_ *Dodtrine- was- corrupt: in. many. points ;  yet-the - 
© word tells you,, Chriſt (whoſe example it binds” 
* you to follow, and you profeſs your ſclves followers . - 
* of him.in all imwable things) made no ſeparation. 

_ * fromthis Church, profeſſed himfelf a Member of it, 


© was a hearer of their common. Seryice- and their 
* Teachers, allowing and commanding, his Diſciples . 
*tohear them, communicated. in. the Paſſover with. 
* the People and the Prieſt ; no more did his Apoſtles. 

. * make ſeparation from this Church after 'his Aſcenſi-. 


may conelude from hence with Mr. Hilderſbam, Thoſe. 


ave many corruplions remaining . 
tu #bem, are to be acknowledged as true Churches of © 


; | A Sc. ' For why ſhould our Saviour uſe it if it was un-.. 
| The-uxreafona-- [awful ; or why ſbould it be a Sin in w, who have not. 


The ſame meaſures were obſerved alſoby the Apo-' 
I Niles after the eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Church ; | 
=- This 1s not to be gaipſaid ,-and is therefore granted 
I by one, inother things rigid more than enough; *l[ - 
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he dn ie 7 » 
©  *rouching the Dodtrine of the Reſurrection, andin 
©Galatiatouching the-DoQrine of Circumciſion, and 
'* che necefiity of keeping the Ceremonial Law, were 
'* not ſufficient ground of Separation from them; for 
** the Apoſtles held Commumion with them, notwith- 
* ſtanding theſe corruptions, Now-+by parity of rea- - 
ſon it will follow, thatif Separation was nor t6 beat».  - 7 
"lowed from thoſe corrupred Churches, then furely'nor - 7 
from ſuch as are not ſo corrupted as they; So Mr. Catv- Independ. a. 
drey pleads, Corinth had (we ſuppoſe ) greater diſor. &<=* Sciilm, po 
ders 1# it than ave to be found (blefSed be Godin ma- © "+. 
ny of our Coaugregations.; why then go they fly andifſe- «© 3 
parate fromw? And if our Saviour and his Apoſtles Y% 
did not ſeparate from ſuch Churches,much lefs ſhould 
we, who may without doubt ſafely follow the advice 3 
givenby an Author above quoted;; When you are at Englands Res; 
a ſtand think how Chriſt would have carried, what n— + 
he would have done in the like caſe with yours , and ER 
we may thereby be concluded. = 
Thirdly, They further argue, that Chriſt doth A-g,:3, © 
ſtill hold Communion with detective Churches, and B 
not rezet the Worſhip for tolerable corruptions in 4 
it, and ſoneither ought we, Tt is ſuppoſed by a -- 
worthy perſon, thar *there is no ſach ſociety of Dr. 0wer's Ul 
« Chriſtians in the World, whoſe Aﬀemblies , as to © of Eu 
* inſtituted Worſhip, ' are fo rejeted by Chriſt, as to ©,.,.#:. 
© have a Bill of Divorce.given un'o them, until they” Y 
*arc utterly as it 'were extirpate by rhe Providence 
. Cof God, 9c. For we do judge, that where-ever 
*the Name of Jcſus Chriſt is called upon , there is 
© Salvation to be obtained; however the ways of it 
<©may be obſtrufted unto the moſt by their own 
* ſins and _ errors. And if this 'may be ſaid" of 
Churches, though fundamentally erroneous in Wor- 
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10 PAS WQr a yl COUg ls $hs £abt a5 he” bu 
"in circumſtances ar leſſer parts of duty? Now , this 
3 granted the other will follow,that then we are-not .to 
LLe.35.00 ſeparate from ſuch Churches, . Thus Mr., Hz/2er ſham 
366.and Leg, -nelyded, of gld. from the, praGice of Chriſt, and 
*82-p.334. -Ohblerves ,. 1,7*,So-long as God, continueth, bis. word 
= . - *and the. Dodrine of Salvation to a People, fo; long 
x © it is evident that God dwells among them, and hath 
EV. Dr. Bryan's * not forſaken them, fc. And till, God hath forſaken 
L avelling vith © g Church, no,man may forſake it, .. 2.. No, Separa- 
—__ i=* - *tion. may be made frm thoſe Alſeimblies , . where 
i *men may be aſlured. to ficd and attain Salyation, 


#6ua Trople * 
Worſhep fi 


: 

. 
[a 
wo 


*ſuch Allemblies, where the Miniſtry. of, his werd , 


b* On cheSiorn-, V/4pes *, The: Argument,faith he, of Mr, Brightman is 
{Crefton's hard 
way, to Heaven, . 


P.3- 


Church: by bu own Qrdinances, Grace and Spirit, it 
world be unnatural and peeviſh in a Child toforſake 


p79. * Imight heap up Authorities. of this kind, but. ſhall 
gen on Fude tontent 'my. ſelf with. a conſiderable, one form, Mr, 
$2 x Cotton F, who rcaſans after this manner; © The pra- 
eply, p. . © ice..of the Browoiſts is blame-worthy , becauſe 
wm.  *they ſeparate where, Chriſt keeps fellowſhip, Rev, 
. _ * *1.18...And that be walks.with us we argue, becauſe 
FCow.on 1 E-.*he is ſil] pleaſed to diſpenſe - to, us the word of 
is jobnp... *[ife, and edifies many Souls thereby, and therefore 
- * ſurely. Chriſt hath fellowſhip with. us ;. and ſhail 
b * man be. more pure.than his Maker.? where Chriſt 
& > © vquchſafes fellowſhip ſhall man renou.,ce it f | 


7” i 


- 


"4 , bl , 0 
bd, Ve ; I "RY * oy 


Arbew ar Appoled 57 


© but men may be ſureto find and attain Salvation in . 
* and the Dpqrine of. Salvation 15 contained, So Mr. 


ment, p. 242. conſecerable, if God afford by Communzou with a 


wges Tem by Mother , white hu Father owns her for his Wife. 


.. Uppn this arc grounded the wholeſome exhorta, - 
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tionvof many em jent Non-Confor iſts;-as that-of © © 
Mr Cahamy-; Tau muſt hold Communion with all thoſs Golly Vais'=> 
Churches with whickChriſt holdsCommunion;you muſt tex © 
ſeparate fromthe ſins of Chriſtians, but not from the © A 
Qrdinances of Chriſt, Of Mr. R. Allein; Excommuni. Godly Mans ' 3 
cate not them f rom youh, excommunicate not your ſelyves PRI. 122008 
from them with whom Chyift holds Communion. Judge ' = 
notihat Chriſt withdraws from all thoſe who ave not V. Bains on. 
inievery-thing of your mind and way, * Methinks, _ Hp55-CY 2 
ſaith.a Reverend Perſon in his Farewel Sermon , Enclands Re - T 
* where a Church as to the main, keeps the form of membraneer, 


© ſound words, and the ſubſtantials of that Worthip CTY 


{which is- Chrifls., fome adjudged 'defets. in order | 2 
© cannot juſiifie- ſeparation.. I -dare nor diſmember 4 
*my ſelf from: that Church that holds the Head. I” 
©think whilſt Dodrine.is for the main ſound, Chriſt 
ftays with a Church, andit is good ſtaying. where 
© he ſtays :4-would follow him and not lead him , cr 
_* o0 before the Lamb, To-ſuch we find a ſevere rebuks 'l 
Piven very lately by a Reverend Perſon ; Proud orator wh 
conceited Chriſtians are not contented to come ont and yy -Y 
ſeparate from the unbelieving idol atrous World, but +59. 
i hey will ſeparate aljofrom the trueChurch of Chrif?,- 
and caſt off all Communion with them.-who bold Com- 
munion- with him, WT” 7s 3 
 Fourthly, They argue,that to ſeparate for ſuch de< Arg. 4. 
fets andcorruptions would deſtroy all Communion; 2 
Tf ths ſhauld begfaith Mr. Bradſbaw,then no man can Vnrea. of the | 
preſent himſelf with agaod Conſcience, at any publick **<p.1938 
Worſhip ef God whereſoever; becauſecexcept.ut ſhould A 
be flinted and preſcribed )he can hve no aſſurancebut 4 
that ſome errours in matter and form will be commult= q. 
x ted.So Mr. Bal;  Oneman is of opinion, that a pre« __— "* 
J * ſcribed Fotm is better than another; another; thar' p=*: c. 8. p-; 
1  *#preſcribed From is unlawful, fc, In theſe caſes, '?7*3% + 
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*that they may -not lawfully joyn, tagether, with 
: Ke Sep /er Pe faithfal-jo 4 at ll? not this to 
ll the Confcience with ſcruples, and the*Church 
. * with-rents? Such as theſe muſt}, if they will-be 
true totheir own Principles, -renounce Communion 
with all the World, and be like thoſe that Mr, Baxter 
tells us he knows, that never Communicate "with any 
Charch, nor ever publickly hear, or. pray, or Worſh: 
God at all, becauſe they think all your ways-[ which 
he direQs to Mr, Baz{baw-and-other Non-Confors- 
miſts] of Worſorp to be bad. Po 
= -With this there can be'no continuance 'in -any 
ETenc,23p.163 Communion, ſo much Mr. Burroughs doth maintain:; 
F © there would be-no continuance in Church-fellow- 
*#bip if -this [a ſeparation from a Church for cor- 
* ruptions in it ] were admitted; for what 'Church 
**1s ſo pure, and hath all things jo-comfortable , but 
© within a while another Church will be more- pure, 
© and ſome things will be more comfortable there? . 
Upon the -miſchievous conſequence of this did Mr. 
* Godly R. Alleingreund his1aſt advice to his Pariſhioners ; 
2: portion, p. 124. Deſtroy not, he ſaith be, allCommunion by ſeeking after 
W: - a purer Church, than in thu imperfeFeflate we jhall 
ever AMtain. Acccrding tothis principle [-no Commu+ 
nion at all, if not in all ] where ſhall we re# In all 
fociety ſomething will offend, 
= With this laſtly, there can be no Order, Unior, or 
> Com. on £phyſ, Peace in the Church;ſo Mr. Bains, a Perſon of great 
-£2.15.p.297, ExpErience;The( ſeeking the Peace of Son] reproverh 
90M ſuch as make a ſeceſſion or departure from the Church 
. \ of God, our viſible Aſſemblees , either upon diſlike of 
me diſorders in adminifiration Ecclefraitical,or dif- 
allowed Forms,and manner of procuring #4hing s which 
J#he Communion of Saints for full "complement 
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| and divide the Beal, &e, and will end in the diffoli- Mos te. | 
tion of all. Charch-Communion (if it be followed) as 242-75 2 
is notoriouſly evident in the caſe of 'Mr. RWilliams Mc. Bazter's * 
of New- England, that ſor the fake of greater purity P<f of Cue, ? 
ſeparated ſolong, that he owned no Church nor. Or- ***** P2752 
dinances of Gad in the World; and at bis motion, ag 
the People that were in Communion with him difſol> —_ © 
ved themſelves, as we have the account from thence. a 
This therefore is one of-the DeCtrines we are to a- I 
void, according to the prudent advice in aB5ok above- 4 
cited; * DoQrines crying.up purity to the Tuine- of gnglancs 'Re: + Þ 
© unity , reje; tor the Goſpel calls for unity as well membraxcer, © 2 
6 a5 purity. ; | 'SEr. 14-P.371- p.. 
 Fifihly, They argue, that-to ſeparate upon-ſuch Arg. $6 
an F&countis not at all warranted in Scripture. Thus 4 
Mr. Cawarey; It isnoduty of Chriſts impoſing, no Independ. a © 
©priviledge of his - purchaſing either ro deprive a Si2.79% 2 
mans ſelfoFhis Ordinances for other mens ſins, or 4 
©to ſet up a new Churc' in oppoſition to q true = 
* Church,as no Church rightly contticuted, for want of 2 
ſome reformation in lighter matrers.Saith Mr, Blake, ;,uce tet * 
We read not of Separation in this way [for the ſake of c.31; p.228, -# 
abuſes and corruptions] approved, nor any preſidents of 
to go before winit; we read a heavy brand laid upon 
it, .Jude 19. Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelves , - 
ſenſu2t, not having the Spirit, So the Congrega- platform « 
tions in New- England declare ;* © The faithful in fipline in New 
*the Ciurch of CorintS\ wherein were many un- IK ww 
* worthy perſons and-practices,arenever commanded _ 
©roabſent rhemſelves from rhe Sacrament becauſe of - 
© the ſame; thereſore the Godly tn like cauſes are not , 
Mes ome. to ſeparate, Ir ſhould rather have been in- 
d, are not eo ſeparate, for fo much -muſt _— 
; . cinzed - 
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. _. or Manners,in Hereſy or Prophaneneſs « contrary to 
— _ - the Dofttrine and Prat ice both of Chvift and his Apo- 
©. -ftles. UntowhomlT ſhall: add the-teſtimany-of Mr. 
Thedulis Ani. Tombs ; * Separation from a Church ſomewhat erro- 
woPret $ 25- *© neous or cprrupt in Worſhip or Converſation, Ge. 


' © ples, which either of old -the Prophets, or holy 
*men, or Chriſt and his Apoſtles have preſcribed, 
© is for the moſt-part-the fanlt of Pride or bitter 
*Zeal , -and tends to ſtrife and conſufion- and every 
be”. "evil work, 
Arg. Sixthly, They argue, that there 1s no neceſſity for 
3 Separatiqn for the ſake of ſuch corruptions, becauſe 
a Perfon may Communicate-in the Worſhip without 
partaking in tlioſe cotruptions. -It was the opinion 


ponfer. S*v03, of the Presbyterian Brethren at the Savoy-Conference 
L112, 13. 
fir. Baxticr's - : | : . 

Þeſence of the LiturSy was lawful to him, that by violence is ne- 


(we, p.34,35- ceflitated to offer up that or none. And if there 
— was a poſſibility. -of thus ſeparating - the - ſubſtance 
: from the circumſtantial defeats in the Miniſterial uſe 


to be done by thoſe\that only attend upon it, and 
.are not obliged by- any Act of- their own-to.givean 
_ explicite conſent to all and every thing-uſed in it. 
1. This ſeparation of the good from the bad in Di- 
azof the Vine Worſhip they grant poſſible,So Mr. Ball, If- ſome 
wounds, &'c. things human be mixed with Divine,a ſound Chriſti» 
an muſt ſeparate the one from the other, & nat caft a- 
-wway What # a7 od 4s a nullity, fruitleſs,unprefitable, 
defiled, becauſe ſomewh.1t-of men # annexed-unio " 
WE A 


C. 110 ; t Fre 4 h hy: 4 6. "hureh O; —_— Fes. | we 
ave not fundamentally defe ive, neuher ih Dottrine 


© {s utterly difſonant, from any of the rules or exam» - 


that not only the hearing, but the reading a defective. 


| of ſuch Worſhip , much-more may this be ſuppoſed. 


FS 


FEED 


TS 
— pa is es eels Jo; ey fand. membrancer, 4 
in a S715 taught and beld ferth in publitk Afſem. 479% . 
blies,and the corruptions there(though great 3et)are, _.- | 
wot. ſuch as make the W, ax to be Coneorthig, 
nor of neceſſity 1 be ſerallowed down , if one would 
communicate in.that Worrep , while any Chriſtian 
(that is waichful over his own heart and carriage, 
as.all ought ever tobe) my partake-in the one, withs 
owt being attive.in or approving the other ; there God 
is get preſent where he may be ſititualy worſhipped, 
ſerved acceptably, andreally enjoyed. 3, They grant, 
that the being preſent at Divine Worſhip is no con- J 
ſent to the corruptions 1n it.. Thus Mr. Ro&znſon; © He Lawfulnef of; 
* that partakes:with theChurch in the upholding any my ___ 

* evil, hath his part in the evil allo, But 1 deny., as 7 OBEY 
« molt vain imagination, that everyone that partakes 

© with a-Church in things. lawful, joyns.with it in up- 
© holding the things anew ial to be found in it, Chriſt 

© apr.-Eord joyned-with.the: Je ewiſh Church, in things 
Aewfular-a00 yet, upheld vorbing; unlawlul jo $5 
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Þ 96, &c: ro E Jeet ws l as tha 
pee, p95 | eb a1) Nees rake than att ellen goth? I'ne- 
4 yer wed og by, word: or. -vb hit. the ' proſeſſion . 
made'by Church- Communion'is totally Aſtin. from - 
ak | Thir & Ypiotoo would mike it untawful to . 
jay jayhwith'aby. or or "Church6h Earth, fince'eye- 
Tn Mizbth Sl With their Prayers. 4. ' They fay, 
\ that corruptions, though! forektiown,do'not yetinitke . 
= i. thoſe that are preſent obilty of them. Thus thEold 
{niſters in 0/4 - Non-Confotmilts Joulare - ©Tt is all ofic to 'the' Pecos - 


» blot euith.) or otherwiſe known 'before-hand ,' or . ior 
1 2, 13, 16, j phone For if ſitnple preſence defile, whether Tt; 
b. * was known before-hand, or . not., all prefence is 
c faulty. Andif ſimnplepreſence defile 'nor, our pre». 
'P * ſei is not condemned, by reaſon. of the corrups.. 
; © tions known, whereof weſtand not guilty. If the. 

error be ſuch as may betolerated , and I «m-calted -; 

* tobe preſent, by forh fault 1 am-not defiled though -. 
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ry,op injog after this manner,Tate heed that thu by 
affirtd ing chat foreknowing faylrs in Worthip' makes 

them We you make not God the, [rn ſenner and + 

the worſt Being in all the World. For God foreknow- . 


and he hath Commiunzon pak all the Prayers of the 
futhfal in the World; tohat faults forver be in the 
words or forms, be'doth not rejet? them. for any ſuch -- 
failings. Will you ſavy therefore that God approverh 
or copſemteth 30 all theſe fins? 1 jveo beforehand 
that every man will ſon. that: 


fire, & &c. ) Bur how doth all this Ev it 'mine ,"&c. 


landeo the © ple; whether the fault 'be perſonal a» ſome diſtin- 


"2 known. before, Mr. Baxter replys'to thoſe.of a conitra-' 


eth all mens ſins and u preſent whiw r commit them,- 


by defett of de- "5 
Agg..: 
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nlhawthB Flere ade; Io ipancther might fey 

-efrauy that you forttnow, aud. not. | 

granted thar the fau 
of Divine-Worſhip. is none of ours, nor, a ſufficieae 
+reafon tv be abſent from it, or to deprive our ſelves of Cates 


jute ned,p. 16, } 
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* Confer, ar 54- it the $909 ;*< An inconvenient mode of 'Wotſhip 
 ,p5.1413-G5yq fin inthe Impoſer, and in the chuſer 'and yotun« 
= © rary uſer; rhat may offer God better-and- will-ridt : 
©And yet it may not be only lawful , but a duty to 
*him, that by violence is neceſſitated'to offer up 
- *that or none. ' This is acknowledged by an Ay- 
© Separar. yet no thr that is far from-being favourable ro Communion 
| Ehifr,p.5;, With the Church ; If the Word of God could be no 
B- where heard, or Communion in Sacraments no whete 
enjoyed, but only in- ſuch Churches that were ſo cor: 
rupl a5 yours is conceived tobe; it might be lawful, 
_ = yea and a duty to joyn with yow ſo far as poſſibly 
Def. of Cure, Chriftians could without fin. Accordingly Mr, Bax- 
- part 1-p.78- fey declares, that it is a duty to- hold Communion 
conſtantly with any of the Pariſh. Churches a+ 
mongſt us, that'have honeſt competent Paſtors when 
E we can have no better, and profeſfeth for. his own 
> Par>. p. 176, parts Were 1, faith he, 5 Armenia, Abaſſia, or-a- 
F. and Cure, p. mmong the Greeks, I would joyn in a much more defe« 
b> 265-4-.6. CFive Form thanour Liturgy rather than none. And he 
adds,T hat this ts the judgment of many New England 
Minifiers (tojoyn withihe Engliſh Liturgy rather 
2 than hixve no Church Worſhip) I have reaſon toconje« 
| > Defence of Sy- (Fure from the defence of the Synodg&c. Now in'what 
® nod. Prefp.4,s. caſes thjs is to be preſumed, that-we can have no bet- 
E —_ o& Gre, ter, he ſhews, 11. When it is ſo by a neceſſity ariſing 

? -P- 78... —_— | V : 
> -a6-p.96.n.5. from Divine Providence. 2: A neceſſity proceeding 
from humane Eaws-which forbid it. 3. A-neceſſity 
from the injury done to the publick. And 4..When it 
. 5 to our own greater hinderance than help ,. as when 
..., we muſt uſe none or do worſe.” In theſz and the 
." like cafes it becomes a duty , and what: is 'otherwiſa 
- > awful, is thereby made neceſſary. And he thatcan- = 
 ..- not joyn With a purer Worſhip, than what is pub- _ 
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Fi he ibs ce the Po ha © 
” dividing the Church of God, or the bringing dagger 
vpon himſelf, is: as much, whereany of Fieſe of the 
like reaſvar are, reſtrained from ſo doing, as if it did 
proceed from a natural orprovidential neceſſity , that 


is, the one he cannot do Phyfically and: Naturally, - 
the other he cannot do morally, honeſtly , and: pru- 
dently. Having thus far ſtated the caſe, and ſhew'd 
that its univerſally owned by thoſe that diſſent-from 
the Church of England, that Communion in a. Wor- 


© yoluntarily and out of neglet; havings male in, 

his flock , -but the faithful bringeth himfelf and his 

* oodly deſires according tothe will of God; and as 

©tor corruptions whether reſpeRing matter or form, 

*they are none of this, they cleaye--not to his Sacri- 

ing *fice to ſtain or -pollute- it, Ge. | 3. He offers' not a. 
— ._- .. corruptthing who offers the beſt he-hath. 4-77 '# 
” a; en RES . | fo: 
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onde, &c- ' golf 55-208 lwflan-relatiaon.te thts er that cir ciopnſias 
cot Ma vihbat is beiÞ ina time free is not bell in a time 
Det. of Cure, wot free. Tt is granted, ſaith Mr.Byxter, that we m 
p35: offerGad the beſt that we can do, but not the befi whic 
LV, Brough's WE Caunot:do.. And many things mulF concuy ( and. 
drea.c.12.p.86. eſpecially a reſpetF-io the publick good) to know 
-4which is the beſt. Sothat before this Text can be 
- oppoſed to what has been ſaid , -it muſt be proved , 
..1, That the things in queſtion are corruptions as 
much, prohibited as the blind and 'lame:under the 
Law. 2- That they are ſuch as a-perſon doth chuſe, 
anditis in his power to help, ep 2a it when he 
- hath a male in bis Hock. 3. That fuch a corruption 


as affects not the ſubſtanige of Worſbip, doth yet al- 
ter the nature of-ir, and makes the whole to be a 
-corrypt thing, and abominable+to; God. If theſe. 
things are not, the objeGioh reacheth-not-the caſe, 


and there-is no.ground from that-place 'for this ob- 
zeQion. | | 

. * Lſhallconclude this Head with a remarkable ſay- 

ef Di- ing of the Miniſters of New England; To d ſpares 

,<13- from a Ghurch for ſome evil only conceived , or in- 

deed in the Church , which might and ſbould be tp- 

lerated and healed with a ſpirit of meekneſs, and of 

which the Church is not yet convinced, thorg h pers 

»baps himſelf be, for this-or the [ike reaſons 19 with. 

. draw from publick Communion in word, ſ[eals,or cen-- 
ſures, is unlawful and ſinful, | 

But ſuppoſing it may be-unlawful to ſeparate froma 

*Church for a deteRiveand faulty Worlhip; yet it may 

_ - tbe ſuppoſed,that ie may-be lawful when it is for betcer 

edification, andthat we may chuſe what is for our 

.edification before what is not, and what is more for 

' «aur. ecdification before what -is 86, For the he ok 
| 83 10n 
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. - isthEpkerence of berter edification » ſufficient rea». 
ſorragainſt Communidn with a Church. Sometimes 
they ſay it is nobetter than'a mere pretence and ima- 6 
inary, 4 frewa contentment of miad,as one calls it. PI 
his Mr. derthamthkes noticeot; Jome prefer 0 On folm 4. © 
iheys beforet heir own Paſtor, only becauſe they ſhew 1358. > 
more Seal in their voice and geſiare, and phraſe of 
| oe? andminnerof delivery,though happily the Do- 
ene it ſelf be nothing ſo wholeſome or powerful, or - 
fit to edifie their Conſciences;as the Dottrine of thein- _ 
own Paſtor #,of ſuch he ſaich,we may wiſh them more | 
knowledge and judgment. Mr, Baxter obſ:rves the _ _ ei 
ſame, * One thinks that this is the beſt way, and ano» Pp 359. Divi "Y 
© ther.that-the other is beſt And commonly 2p+ 
* pearance, and a taking tone and voice do more with 
*them than ſolid evidence of truth, Therefore its 
fit to have a right notion of edification, which, ſaith | 
a Reverend Perſon, Hes more in the informing of our Continue. of * Þ 
Judgments, and confirming our reſolutions than in the Con ter © 0 
gufts and velifhes 4 affeftivn, Theſe, as hedaith, are ek DE 
endeed of. great uſe tothe other , but without them "3 
are far from making a Perſon better,:and leaving him - 
truly edified. . Again, .itmay be, and *tis no'better 
than a mete pretence, when the fault is in themſetves -- .Y 
that complain.they do not edifie, Mr; Hilder/ſbam 19.14 9.129.-0 
charges it upon ſuch ; Thou mighteſi vecerve profit (if und Led. 58. *- 7 
zbe Fault be not inthy ſelf) bythe meaneſt of us that 4 


43 


preach. And he thusfreely again declares himfelf ; 
T am perſwaded, there u never:a Miniſter that 6 of + 
the meſt excellent gifts (if be have Y; 


odly heart) but © 
he'can trely [ay,he never beard any faithful Minifter -- 
jn bis hfe that was ſomean, but he c ſul Mi we 
gift. in himthat wat wanting in bimſelf ,_ and could * 
| > , YEOERUE 7 
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} Englands Re- © IEnEnt Argh: 
Font 2. Sermon, ſpeaking of ſuppoſed deſeRs in the Church 
2 Fr -459 doth adviſe his AeSn.4 » Enlarge your c ie and 
pains in your preparations; a right ſflomach makes . 
geod nour:hment of an indifferent meal; you may be 
swarm (though in a colder atr and room than 5ou have 
formerly been) if you will put on more cloths before 
you come : Walch your hearts more narrowly , and 
ſpeak things to your hearts more than you have done, 
Eccleſ. 10. 10. if the iron be blunt, then muſt he put 
io more ſtrength. ALES 
But ſuppoſing it be really for edification, yet this 
g they declare is no ſufficient reaſon for Separation. . So 
© Arenc.12. p.85 Mr. Burroughs; © If you be joyned to a Paſtor, ſo 
% © as you belicve he is ſct.over you by Chriſt, to be 
*a Paſtor to you; though -this man hath meaner 
* viſts than others; and it would be morecomfor- 
*rable ſor you to have another Paſtor, yet this 1s not e- 
**nough to cauſe you to deſert him whom Chriſt hath 
—— _-. *ſetoveryou. And ſo the Miniſters in New Eng- 
- Phatform,e. 13+ Jang deliver their minds ;; To ſeparate from a Church 
9 for greater enlargements with juft grief toiheChurch, 
#& uulawful and Tofal. . So when this. Queſtion was 
bs pur, 
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"Perſon, They may [ay ot dll times when they Baurne- 

thing to outweighthtir own edification. So that 6d 

fiedtion may be outweighed, and then it can'be.no-- 

ſtanding and ſufficient reaſon. So Mr. Burroughs dt- tren.c.12 pity, 

clares in this cafe; -* Men muſt confider not. only #5: "4 

* what the thing is in'its own nature , but what” it 4 

* is to them, how 'it ſtahds in reference to their relq- 

©rions---- It is-not enough to ſay the thing 1s 10 It 

©{c]f better, butts, :t, better in all the references [ 

*have anditharh? Is it better in regard of others, 

*inregard of the publick., for the helping 'me in-all 

* my relations? my it not help one way and hin- 

©der many ways ? Of the ſame opinion is Mr. Bax- 

ter; Many things, ſaith he, muſt concur (and eſpect- 

ally a reipetF tothe publick good) to know which a the 

beſt, So thatedification is nor to be adjudged of a- 

lone, ourewn improvement is not to determine 'us 

in our ations, and eſpecially not with reſpe& to 

Churct-Communton, for then other reaſons do give 

Law to it arid over-rule jt. Fhis we ſee, thoſe rhat 

diſſent from the Church in other things agree wirhher 

in this : And they give ſeveral reaſons andarguments 

for it. | , 
Firſt Tf we were ſure we could not profit yet wemuſt Arg. 6. | 
rome to do homage to @vd, and ſhew reverence to his <**:3.p." "2 
Ordinance, This is Mr, Hilderſham's opinion, - © 7 O39 
_ Secondly, The leaving # Church for better edifica- Arg. 4; 7 
tion, is built upon a falſs and dangerous prine ple, s 
which is that we muſt always chuſe the bz[t. So Mr. Iren. « 12:p.7 
Burypighs:To hold wht in its ſelf \beſt muſt be cho. **07* © 2 
few anddone,not weighing circeumantty'or references © nl 
« a dividing principle. And afterwardifie faith',” a” 
Chriftiau«wi hout comparing one thing 
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: ways of Religion Tbeheve ſe 94 hou 
of ofe who, "W batle UE. they have rovcerved to be ber- 
"fer than other , they have preſently followed with all 


If this V.BalP's eagerne[s, ne ver conſidering circa cer,refernyees 


"Trial c.4. p.75, 


© 26,78. - Of conſequences,but the thing is good, it muſt be done ; 
bh get being wearied with this they bave after grovgn 


Jooſe, in 4s great an exceſs the other way. 

"Are. 3 Thirdly, Tuis principle ofberter edification if (ol- 
FLed.5s. lowed, would bring in confuſion. So Mr, H:lderſbam; 
20 This faftiow diſpoſition of the hearers of Gods word, 
hath in all Ages been the cauſe of much confuſion in 

the Church + God, and greatly hindred the fruit of 
_ * the Goſpel of *Chrift. © This, ſaith Mr. Br-:»ſley, the - 
+" © moderate Author of the late Irevicam [ Mr, Bur- 
* roughs ] will by no means allow , but condemns 
*as the'direct way to bring in all kind of diforder 
*and. confuſion / into. the Church; and. 1 think 
*none who are jacic.ous, but will therein ſub- 
* ſcribe to him, It will not be amiſs to tranſcribe his 
- own words; It is #n tt ſelf a betier thing lo enjoy a 
Miniftry of the moſt eminent gifts and graces th.m 
one of lower ; but if this ſhould be made arule, that 
a man who is under a Paſtor whois faithful, and in 
ſome good meaſure gifted, upon another mans coming 
into the Country that is more eminent , he ſtrould for- 
ſate his Paſtor and joyn to the other ; and if after 
this, fil a more eminent man comes, he fkould leave 
ol ormer and.joyn io him ; and bythe ſame Law a 
or who hath a good People, get if others be more 
"= fs to err more good he may leave his own Pes- 
A _ Ie y, golothem,what (confuyſor and diſorderwould 
Platform. Pref. \{Here 4 apr yinth he Church z This is condemn» 
pre 13h 1, <d alſo by.che New "England Miniſters. This: Mr, 


a LORE. doth expole; If a nan, may L.yſully fe- 
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*conceitedby his own light, all the Se@aries and Se- | 
© paratilts,”Donatiſfs, Browniſts in rhe World may be 4 
«filed. "This, faith another, ſpeaking of hearing of 


for this reaſon, is a Church-deflroying Principle ; ſure Methermeneute: 
if one member be not fixed, then not another, nor ano- "I 
Ther, Gc. and then not the Paſtor, nor Teacher,and ſo 
farewet Churches, . 
 Fourthly, This will be endleſs : So Mr. Burroaghs; ,, 4 
Mei muſt not ſeparate from a Church , though 54: 6 
there be corruptions in.it, to gather into. a new  _© 
Church which may be more | pore , and its ſome ve- - 
ſpreF's more comfortable. _ Firfl , Becauſe we never 
ud the Saints in Scripture ſeparating or railing 
Churches in ſuch a caſe. And Secondly, There 
would be no continuance in Church-fellowſbip if 
this were admitted; for what Church is ſo pure, 
and hath all things ſo comfortable, but within a 
while auother Church will be more pure, and 
ſome things will be more comfortable there? And 
he concludes with this prudent maxim ; The general 
| prare of the Church ſhould be more regarded than'fome _ 
comfortable accommodations to our [elvts.So Vir. Bax- Defence, part 1. 
ter ; What if twenty Miniſters be one abler than atto- 2-35 | 
they in their ſeveral degrees, doth it follow that only 
the ableſt of all theſe may be joyned with,becauſe that 
all the reft do worſe? And yet this muſt be, if edifica- 
tion be always to be. conſulted, and is ro determine 
us in our choice of Miniſters, Churches, and Ordinaa-. > 
Fi thly, They fay, edification doth not depend ſo Arg. 5. -. 
juch upen the external adminiſtration of Worſhip, 'S 
a5 Gods Bletſing, and that we are” not to bre k the _ 
rder, -Peace, and' Union of the Elec fo Elaxe x 
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© vithout contemproftheir own Paſtors, 
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gin 7 Ton '0ug ht not to Irave your own Paſtor at any-Lef.gn. ©: 
it1mie with contempt of his Miniſtrg,as when you-ſay or  _ © 
think; alas'T he ts no body , a good honeſt man, but he bf 
hath no-gifts, I cannot profit by him. And as if he could 
| not be teo cautious in the caſe,he lays down this as the. 
CharaQter of one that doth this innocently ;. He only 
mates right uſe of the benefit of hearing ſuch as have 
more excellent gifts than bu own Paſtors, and earns 
thereby to like hu own Paſtor the better, and to profit 
more by him. That this is to be but ſ:I1dom, we have * 
the concurrent teſtimony of the Provincial Aſſembly. 
of Longon, who upon this Queſtion, World you have a Jur Divinum © 
mai keep conftantly to the Miniſter under <whom' be Minift. Eun 
tves ? do anſwer, We are not [o rizid a®to zt5e op © FN 
People from hearing other Miniſters occaſionally, even 
dn the Lords Day. Bat yet we believe 'tis mot a 
greablt to Goſpel order upon the grounds forementio®” 
ned. Thus itis reſolved alſo by one of a more rigid way, Methermegen 
= = who puts tlris Qu ſti>n; Whether members of-particg. 2-72 
IL Churches may hear indifferently el[ewheretand re- 
turos this anſwer;* God will have mercy and not facri- 
* fice, as diſtance of habitation, handling ſuch a'poinr. 
* But moſt certainly members of Churches oughr 
© moſtly to be with their own Churcites---- The ima» 
* gined content in-hearing others, 15 rather a temp- 
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-.  . dares, when he is reproying ſuch as make no conſci- 

-- * _ence-to come 1o the beginning-of Gods \publick 

> - __Werſhip, andto ſtay tothe end of it ; he thus pro- 

ceeds, * Becauſe I ſee many ot them that haye moſt 
©knowledge , and are forwardeſt profeſlors offend 
- ©inthis way , I will manifeſt the fin of theſe men, 
 ©x They. fin againſt themſelves. in the profit they 
* might receive by the Worſh p of Gad--»- There 4s 
* no part of Gods ſervice, ( notthe Confeſſi»n- not the 
© Prayers, not the Pſalm , not the Bleſſing ) but ic 

* * concerns every one, arſd every one may receive 

ex28p.129. © edification by it, This he otherwiere repeats and 

4 ſaith, *BySths Confeſſion , and all. other Prayers 

© yied in the Congregation ,' a man may receive more 

| * profit than by many other. Of cis cpinion, as to 

ter ofthe the moſt of the Prayers in our Liturgy ,- were the old 
_ + | Noa-Conformiſts ; We are perſwaded, that not only 
ethrenin ſore few ſeletF Prayers, but m my Prayers and other 

=» England, exhortations may lxwfully be uſed, with fruit and e« 

Pp greax 41ficat ion to Gods Teople. | 
p-3. '* As for the word preaci'd amonſt us, Mr. Nye faith, 
that *rhere is a ſum of dodrinal truths, which in 
* the enlargement and application, are ſufficient both 
* for converſion and edikcation,to which the Preach- 
* ers areto allent. And that © che word of God: in- 
*rerpreted and applyed by preaching in rhis way , 

_ *;s a choice mercy) and gift wherewith God hath - 
© blefſed this Nation» for many Years, to the-con- - 
© verficn and edificition of miny thouſands, And 

Þ he afterwards aſcrib2s th2 want of edification to the 
$25. prejudices of People. Such re aſonings,laith-be, againf®0 _ 
 btaring,thoughthey convince not the unlawfulneſrof 

. - it,qettheyleave ſuchprejudices in theminds of them-, - _ 
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ofitable and edifying, evento thoſe that areperſwa- © * 
ded of its I rwfulneſs. Tais Mr. Tombs declares him/elf ps 
freely'inz © If we look to experiznce of former * © ne 
* times, there is now ground to exp a bleſſing I 
© from conforming Preachers, as well,or rather more, 9 
*thin from Preachers of the ſzparated Churches, of 
* Sure the converſion, conſolation, ſtrengrhti-ning , 
© eſtabliſhing of Souls in the truth, has been more 
*in England from Preachers, who were Enem es: to 
* Separation , whether Non-Conformiſt to Ceremo- 

*nies or Conformiſts, Presby terial or Epiſcopal, e- 
* ven from Biſhops themſelves, rhan from the beſt of 
© the Separatiſts. I think all that are acquainted 
* with the Hiſtory of things in thelaſt age , will ac- 
*knowledge that more good hath been to the Souls 
* of men , by the Preaching of T/ſber, Potter, Abbot, 
* Jewel, and ſome other Biſhops; by Preſton , Srbbs 
* Taylor, Whately, Hilderſham, Ball, Perkins, Ded, 
* Stock, and many thouſands, Adverſaries to the ſepa- 
* rated Churches,than ever was done by Ainſworth , 
* Tohn{on, Robin/on, rigil Separatiſts, or Cotton, Tho, 
* Hooker, and others ( though men of precious me- * 
*mory ) promoters of the way of the Churches 
* Congregational. And thereforeif the Biſhops and 
© conforming Preachers now apply th:mſelves ( as we 
*hope when the heat of contention is more 8llay- 
© ed, they will ) to the profitable way of preach.ng 
* againſt Popery and Prophanenefs, exciting ' Audt- 
*torsto the life of faith in Chriſt, &c,there may be as 
*p00d ground , if not better ( conſidering how 
* mach rhe Spirits of Separariſts are for their party , 
*and the ſpeaking of the truth in love,and edifying in 
© love, is neceſſary to ihe growth of the Body, Epli. 4 
-- . £15.) to expe ty tixm a bleſſing in '/promoting, 
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"hb 5* the Derg of it; aus Church of 
tandin ee 2pprehenlion doth not want a. ſuffic- 
ency of mcans for the converſion and edification of 
Soals: And conſequently the argument taken from 
edification, in juſlitication cf forfaking, the Commu- 
nion of it, is inconcluſive and of no-{orce. But this 
branch of it will be, further confirmed under the 
third general. 

But however , this will not' be ſo ealily quitted, 
for ſuppoſing the Dodtrine good, and thoſe thar 
teach 1t capable (as far as learning and parts are 
requiſite ) to improve it to the converſion and edi- 
ficazicn of others; yet it they themſelves are looſe 
and ſcandalous, it may five juſt offence , - and be 
thought a ſufficient cauſe to ſeparate from the Wor- 

. ſhip in which ſuch do officiate, 
Therefore I ſhall ſhew, that the badneſs of the 
Miniſtersis of it ſelt' no ſufficient reaſon to forſake 
the Communion of a Church, or to ſepafate from 
rhe Worlhip adminiftiredinit, What holy Mr. Re- 
gers ſaith is a great truth; *It is not to be denied, 
* bur that the example of ignorantand unreſormed , 

© eſpecially notorious Perions in the Miniſtry , hath 
* done and doth much harm; and if either they 
© cannet | be convicted, or if their crimes be ſuch as 

* cannot remove them .out of their places, there is 

Ma cauſ:-of grief that ſuch ſhould have any thing 

os in G2ds* matters, which are fo weighty ang. 

dcalt withalin high reverence. 
| Pity et before the obj:Rion is admitted, it is: is 
*be pr- miKa, I. -That if there be ſuch ia the Church, 
it doth not. pacecd ſrom_ their Conformity to jr 
For good and pious men oy this ſort wel eh, were nd 


| «chem F ſuch as Mr. Boliow, MW hate Mr. 
 *Ke. and abundance other ſuch ; yen Groh ar Diſks? 
&« Jewel, Biſhop Grind, Biſhop HP,8e. ca and the 
#* Martyrs.c00, as Canmer,' Ridley, Hooper, 6, 
What there are now-in the Chutch, the alſo cells us3 


1 believe there are many hundred godly Miniſters in the vid. p.12.. I 


Pariſo-Churches of England. And of his own know- 


ledge, faith , profes 'te-krow theſe of thew, whow T wa, p 2 


take to be much better than my ſelf; 1 will ſay a @ greater 
word, that] know thoſe of th. m whom 1 think as godly 
_ and bumble Miniſters, as moſi of the Non Covforniſh 
whom, 1 know. - So-ſaith Dr. yan , © In fome'Coun Dnelling 


« tries [. Am ſure.there are many-Sober , Godly, Or- God, Serm. 4 


+ thodog.;-able Preachers: yet in* poſiefſion: 'of the ©I1*> 
JO places... | 
. It 8 $@ be: ommiles, that this argumernit, if " 
, _ , yet ® of no. farther force than againſt the ( 
gregations where Tuch are, and.ſo is-of none 
the Churck.it.ſelf where' are good as well as bad;-nor 
againſt Parochial Communion where ſuch 1are-not. 


So Mr. Baxter argues.3 1 dowbt.not but there are many tinni E 


hundred Pariſh- Ainiſters, who preach bol:ly, a live 1. p-11. - * 3 N 


bolily, though 1 could wiſh this they were! more. 
what reaſon have you: to hb any other mens fur on 
them, &c. or to think it Ka A" to joyn with< the - 
Fa the ſake of the bad 2 this is: to condemn-the 
ourd-for the fake of the inte&ted. © 
Hh ing premiſed this, we ſhall re-aflume the caſe, 
7.1tis tated and reſolved by them: 
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mary rt w_ efi 
of the Prayers Met eras ; 
. -<a. It's-granted, that'irs and duty to bear 
and joyn with ſack whene # bectericupnoe- be-had's 


FRY _ thatit-is lawful, fo Mr. Rogers 5 Whoipen blame 


bim, 
whe defireth 5a pri with better than theybe-? And yet 
better to. joy Ns ram tive, 'than to leove the 


3 publick. Aﬀemblics abogetber.- So dir. Baxter ; *No 
g ——— £ + People ſhould chute and prefer prefer an ungodly Min ; 


x A 
£1 


| * ter befare a better; but they ſhould rather Cubenit | 
<« to ſuch: than have none}, when: a. better by them 
*cannot\be had: That it's a duty; ſo the old Non- 


, © Lerter-of the- a oy raged _ Scripture teacheth evidently, that - 


; Ma. 3 oh 214 the People to_jayn with them Lunwor- 
** tby Ns _ arſbip of God, and in fepera- 
j: aw Exp See frm the Ordimcoor they! hel flo God. 


I Pp. 1 For the Worfip is of God , and the M; y 74.of 


==2 Perſou unmorthily exrewing his pico ; 
£ e fliars , r ; 
5 SET nd wares fo > a 
i the Worſtrp ot, . becauſe. 45 ought 

| Joe te "with holy rhimgs7” the 

Tryal. of the have nee frow God. So Mr. Be# 3 * To commu- 


Ira c.13- <6 nicate with —_— no better than Phariſees in 
 Y. nay, the trueWorlbip God, is to worſhip God aright 
' Theodale, p © t- FeVerence | his: Ordinances , to rely upon his 
Kh ' © Grace, to hearken unto his voice, and ſubmit un- 


*to- 5— "ar This they maintain by ſe- 

 veral arguments. 

_ mornin in the Church, and Com- 
manion muſt never have been held with the 
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the hore \in ell Ages of the World, my. 
our Saviour Chriſt, the Apoſtles, ne, 
« in the Primitive Churches fioced, in hold- 2: 319 
«ing.Commurion wh fuch, au hs 
« chat never have enough 3 when PE 
phets propheſied lyes-, when the Prieſts 
«nd Ca Doves in the Tempe, Os when che) 
« were ſuch and did fuch | 
< Miniſters 3 but we- neve bowed the the; Prophets 
«our Saviour, and'the Apoſtles, did either forbear 
< themſelves, or warn the Faithful not” to commu- 
« nicate with fuch inthe Ordinance of Worſhip. 
So much Mr. Nye doch grant 3 Mok cadput' bo of- ous of great - 
jeSed axaini} our Miniſters that Conform, than wight uſe, p. 14.” 
aqcinis the Seribes and Phariſees in C time 5. &4- _. = 
A of their DoGrine , which was  loadey 
with Traditions ; their landing, which was not ac- 
cording to Law their lives , ch were vicious 5, yet 
Chriſt not ——_—_ but requires ws to attend the 3 
iraths they de 7 
Send The # rar that out Saviour himſelf rg. 2] 
did Communicate ſuch did Officiate. an j | 
nar 3 In ſome Connrics, 'T 'am ſure there ave 
, Godly, Orthodox, able Preachers, &c... 
you byiew any Country where it if worſe, - 
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oft bh 
2. It's nes that its a I der wah 
and joyn Sth ſuch where 2 better. capnot-be-had's 
that it- is lawful, foMr. Rogers ; Wihoitan blame bim, 
who Ja proj with better than they.be-* And yet 
Ad wr» joyn with thee rye _ to- leave the 
2 : lick: Aſſemblies altogether. So Mr. Baxter ;”* 6 
I —_—_— 7 rom le ſhould chute. and prefer an angodly Min 
W- D a om a better; but they ſhould rather Cuþmit =," , _ 
% | < to ſuch than have none}, when: a. betrer by them .Þ 
3 | «cannot be had. That it's a duty; ſo the old Non- * 
| Letter-of the-Conformilts 3 The a teacheth evidently, that - 
| Minift. in Roi Ad the People muſt 2nd a aye with them Lunwor- 
ot by kya ihe Warſhip of "of God, and in ſepar a- 
"Mow Ts ther Fm the Dedare they hu for Ged. 
Pu For bs Worfoip is of Ged , mack the Ms 


-” = 
TY G 
2g - _ 
F = 
»4 F 


= 
_* . 


elves from the Worſtip of God, becauſe. ſuch a5 og ht 
mot, are to imtermedatle with holy things , they 
= Tryall of the have noe from Ged. So Mr. Bel 3 * To commu- 
Zo oo on better than hace in 
* the true. oritip to worſhip et, 
 Theoduliz, p.- «* to- reverence bis. Ordinances , tO rely wks 
EO 8% 4: Grace; to hearken unto his voice, and ſubmit un- 
>. *00: bir good: pleafure. This they maintain by ie- 
_— - vera As, 
” "Ars. 1, | Fixft, Suck were: in the Church, and Com- 
 manion muſt never have been held with the 
- AOORGI —I_De where ſuch were. Sethe 
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. then'alt- | 2 »# Of Int _ + 
wet Nt) Ag of che World the Pro- 32 
, the foke ae and the v.24 7 
in the Primitive Churches finced, in hold- 2: 319: 
Frm with fuch. when the Prieſts were 
« dumb that could not bark, and greedy Dogs 
< that never have 'enough 3 when the Pro- 
« phets propheſied lyes , when the Prieſts. 
* and fold Doves in the Fm, 5 ha when ——_ 
« were ſuch and did fuch ungodly 
< Miniſters 3 but we neve en the. 
« our Saviour, andthe Apoſtles, did either Forben: 
< themſelves, or warn the Faithful not to commy- 
« nicate with fuch in-the Ordinance of Worſhip. + 
So much Mr. Nye doth grant 3 More cannot be. ob- Caſc of gre + 
jeFed againit our Minifters that Conform, than wright uſe, p. 14. 
again} the Scribes and Phariſees in C time 5. 6i- 


corny a Dod@rine , which was loadep 


with Traditions ; their flanding, which was not ac- 

Giri ae only permit, bus ef nnd} | 

not only permits requires ws to attend the & 

iraths they deliver. F 

_-. Secondly, They that out Saviour bimGlf arg. 2." ; 
dd Comminime wn OS So Dr. . ©. 
ar; in ountries, 't 'am Jure there are many Dwelling 

, Gody, Orthodox, able Preachers, &c. UT ERTICT 

Fs oe mg enran etod 1 

not joyn with worſe. at 

"0 _— Reverend Pe bo avia 

uſed to nem on the” ' Worlkbiy 

rum fach* 
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7 thoug h they, Com my 


þ 747- ers 4 Mini Ly wat þ = 349ny bin, ard 
Colts wut ; nr Pee fo the:Ghureh, mho.onght 
ta ao. their be fo reſort them, or get better by any'law- 
ful ears 5 ut. int, caſe they cannot 51 biiftu:1is none of 
theirs, or. goth it make js aiminiſtration nul or iit- 
al, nor will; i allow you to'ſepanate fromthe VWor- 
ip "which. be admins ret. So the-Miniſters ſent /to 
_ Account gren'Of OF -ford do A 3 * Some. evilmen-may and always 
x5 _ I 1 Oh 6. de falls 0; peep, Others: and Miniſters 1nvche 
| oy \£c.; and, the wickedneſs:of ſuch: men did 
"6 not null or evacuate'them Miniſterial Acts, for our 
-« Saviour would have the $cribes and Phariſces heard 
© while they fate in Moſes Chair, &-c. And that the 
' Miniſtrations in. ſuch a,cale are,p tang —_— 
the People (i er.not. by, itthey further prove: 'x;Be+ 
cauſe they.otheiate nar. 1n their, own.name.: 'So.the 
© Old Non-Conformilts : * [cr hath evermore. been 
«* held for a truth in-the Church of God... «that al - 
** thaugh. ſometimes the evil/hath-chief.authority in 
« the niltration of the Word:and Sacraments z yet 
*{foraſmuch as they do not the ſame ig their own 
« name, but: in-Chriſts, and miniſter by his commiſſion 
« and authority.,, we, may uſe their Miniſtry both/in 
_ ** hearing the Vord and receiving the Sacramentsz * 
The nezther.' is the effet of Chriſts Ordinance .taken 
"« away by their wickednels, .2.. The virtue of the 
Ordinance doth not Tag upon their goodneſs bur 
| Tra -gpo9h ep romiſe. . So: Mr; Rogers faith -of Prayer ; I 
this | Grdes [of: pw iniſters] uſt, Foy wr Fa, 
110" "i Veneer a or mien owe 
n in, | if we, can pray in: þ 
og ther TEREF=. not withbold the fruit of Gads 
DI» . Frog Cy 
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A ® «az gainſt.che Mitiſtry of- He Word, becacte of- the 

| « dogg or miſcarriage of the Miniſter. It 1s 
« the word of the Lord which Gayerts, not the'per-  - 
«.ſon.of the diſpenſer L ſpeaker.::. Hence'it was that 
« the Miniſtry of the Scribes and Phariſees was not. 
* tobe rejeted but tobe eſteemed; fo long, as they 
« farled not in the ſubſtance thereof, &c.' I conceive 
« 's.2 rare thing ifpr uncohverted Minifters to con- 

«vert, and yer; aſt remember not; to tye. the 
« efficacy of;the:Werd and. Sacraments to the good- 

" * nels. or badneſs of a Miniſters perſon: So wheti it's Caſe of giear' 
objected 3 How car we expe? a blelſi Ing p0je the-la-: uſt, p14. 
bours of ſuch though they preach truths Mr. Nye replies, 

Anſyw., 1. The mixtures in Sermons are —_ the irre- 
gularities of their calling next , the ſins of their conver- 
ſations furtheſt from their Do@rime, and therefore have 
leſo efficacy at ſuch a diſtance'to prejudice it. Anlw, 2. 
Is Gods ins and 'nt . their. own they preach-,.'8&c.' * 
3: Thar if perſons themſelves do believe and aredin- 

-cere; they-are, notwithſtanding ſuch-a Miniſtry,.ac+ 
cepted. The ſacrifice of a faithful Elkanah, faith one, Englands Re- - 
was pleaſing to God, even when Hoptini and 'Phineas Serm. 4 p.9Þ SJ 
were Prizſts. From all which we find ſome deelariig;) +70 


<4 


that notwithſtanding this they would Cammunicate., * 
So 4 Reverend Pe on ,** The; P eoples Pre judices prnaſu V ap u- | 
« againſt the Liturgy: ." are gronnded” for the moſt ans, Po13Þ +. 
pon the wicked hives of [thoſe that are the. 
nters of it, {doubr-, | , 
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$f god Fw, Jr evil, yet while be preacheth _ Z 
| hound in Moles* Chair ; i , and | 
07 hr towards bins ys becomes a fo 


| 'F have thus far confidered the caſe of ſcandalous 

Miniſters , becauſe many make it an objeQtion , as 

well thoſe that are not concerned 2s thoſe that are. 

Otherwiſe it muſt be acknowledged , that Eneli4d 

; was never better provided with a learned and pious 
” -Non-Godfor- Miniſtry than at preſent 3 who bave as good under- 

: miſts Plea for  ſamaling , preach as good DoGrine , do as put good 

Conformilts, *1,, 46.56 Preaching as «ny others, as 2 late Writer doth 
confels. Burt though n many C tions are well 
with a Pious, Able, and Induſtrious Mini- 

try, yet there are few or none but what have ſome, 

wn fue the Laity , that are (as it may 
be ſuppoſed) not fit to be received into Commu- 
nion'with a Church, or to be communicated with. 
This brings me ro the next thing in Worſhip, which 


2 5, 
© On the Sacra 4 The caſe of mixed Communion. This is 2 plea, 
PS, Þ: 235. faith Mr Vines, that i plauſible to eaſie capecitier, be- 
canſe it pretends to ſet up bolin Ordinances and 
People , but what che enaictt ters do mterly 
diſclaim 5 Mr. Fizes faith it is Dozatiſtical, and others, 
| avinys Ar ag Mr. Brinſley and Mr. Jenks, that it's the common 
ne Þ plea oy pretence whith for the # get drereyontin = | 
F footer Phu pr vhs in 5 Aopt atton 
- 266% Diſns. ſown the Ch 'S RE Ra the 
| © nl | aa ep nt 
Wert eat is, area) 
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"at of 
to ceſs ont 

Er Mes Min barch. ohewgl 

ox} ©. That © the ſuffering,of 

* Jous livers to continue jn the Church , and partake 
*gn the Sacrament , is doubtleſs a great fin 
© godly are not preſently to ſeparate from it.. : There 
3s, ſaith Mr. Burroughs, au error ot both. fdes 5 \rither 


they can to keep the ſeandalons avay, and jet they ſhould 
be ſaffered to tome , that they t ry 10k come 
zo partake of it. This both the Preſbyterians and In- 
dependents ſo far agree in; and for this their Opimod 


as ry ſeveral Arguments. 
ir ke i cmanaded; but is 4 vain 
pret #0 holinef above rwle and. example , faith on 


£ < cavſe there is no command; it's noYuty, and there- * 
< fore we read not this word, pragere, 3 in any of 
% the Epiſtles written to the fon 
< which Chriſt ſaith he hath ſuch and 7 fb 
* They that lived in the i 
«into the purer, but there are 


ngs. 


made to'ther 


them toward the im 
© make every "Diſeaſe the 


meſes ve 


yet the V.cotten'Hall 
neſs of Churche . - 
members, PÞ. 2. * 
Goſpel-Wor- 
thoſe that thing.it cavcerms theme nat at all with whom ſhip, + Serm-18. 


: they come tothe Sacrament, or thoſe that if they do whas *'***: 


Arg. "0 


Mr. Vines: It's no duty, as he elſewhere faith, be- p: 246. 


impurer are-not called forth 
« that keep themſelves pure , and duties injoyned 


hem, Ge, 
Hoh. Ao. 5 Jr 
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FcÞ.... po &h, con 1- 
clude ret can: be 16 - 
't Tang ns oy, _ true W or{hip A 
"Sherrie os 2d with any:, if: be .bave no- 
<0 withdraw himſelf from that ſervice becauſe of 
-cheir preſence, nor power to exclude them, - and eg 
« js bound to the duties there performed. 
Nay ,. they do not only: plead that it's- not, oc 
$ = but LN it's OY egg, a 28 
| Suncy of 0 Mr ooker , To ſeparate from a (hurc of 't 
I c of ſome * Veg is unlawful. So the $5 Eng- 
Miniſters do declare 3 ** As ſeparattan from a 
« Church, wherein prophane and ſcandalous livers 
© are tolerated, i is not preſently neceſſary : So for the 
* Members thereof, otherwiſe worthy ,, hereupon to 
' 4abſtain from Communion with ſuch a Charch,in the 
« participation of the Sacraments, is unlawful. 
Secondly, They plead, that the communicating in 
Gods ſervice with open finners , whom the- Godly 
8, in ſome of our Aﬀſemblies are enforced to commu- 
| Grave Conf nicatewith , is not ſufficient to make ſuch prophane, 
| pars P-53- or.to pollute to thetn the holy things of God ; So 
” On the Sacra-, the old Non-Conformiſts, So Mr. Vines 3 The: pre- 
© ment, p. 242. ſence of wicked men at " Ordinances , pollutes not” 
by £ Sp. Nut? them that are neither acceſſq to their (6 ſen , nor yet to 
E eoewor. Ther preſence there. This ag 4 ugbs diſclaims 3; 
= Toy are not defiled by the meer preſence Cf wicked men 
+236, 237- in the Sacrament (for that is a 'meer deceit. end cad, 
io that ſome would put them that differ from cn) 
but thus are you defiled if you, pr gs on 
_ the uttermoſs you are ,abl#, to purge them: out. But if 
 'this be done according to the-power 'and capacity 
| Donors! are iN. its your for ranted..that the. [n- 
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"Worn bindeth them to whom God: bath given Mis 2: 194-3 OE 
« power, and them only ſo far ay God hath put-ic"in V. Jams Dit 
< their power. '- But-God regularly doth not leave courſeon the” 
« that power in the hand of .one-ſmgle Steward;- or io, 1 
« ſome few private Chriſtians ---- And if the Steward, right of Pref- 
< or one or few private Chriſtians, cannot debar the 
< unworthy from the Lords Table,-it'ss manifeftthe: - - 
« Oftdindnce of .Gad' mot: defiled to them by :rhe- 
«preſence of the:wicked,) whom-they defire tO re- 
<form or expel; but cannot, becauſe power. 1s not 
* in their hand to.do'it lawfully, : 
This they confirtn i! 1::From therexamples of the 
Prophets and good men; who: of. old+ joined: with Grave contur...) 
many that were notoriouſly ſtained. with groſs'fins; | 3-054 
| from the practice of our Saviour that communicated 3.7% Tryal, p. 
with ſuch in the publick ſervice. of: God 3 from the 21. - © 2 
praQice of Chriſtians + in Apoſtolical times, all which YG | 2 
the old Non-Conformiſts do inſiſt upon:/ 1 This'is alſo ke Vindic. 
pleaded. by thoſe of New-England A others. P. 235 
This would make all the Eng of the Congregation Chriſtian Di- + 
tobe ours. So M* Baxter; -**If you, be wanting in FOT)Pe947- 3 
* your duty to reform it, it is your fin; but if bare gain © | 
. * preſence made their fin to be-ours, it would alſo Siſnadcs, 
* make all the ſins of 'the Afﬀembly ours. | | .. 
-- Fromall which it appears that thei ſence is, that 
ſcandalous Members are no ſufficierit reaſon for Sepa- 
ration; for that muſt be,:' either becauſe its com- 
manded in Scripture , . or that thoſe that do commu- 
nicate with ſuch, are /in_ fo doing corrupted alſo; 
but if neither.of theſe be, then we kak ris Com- 
municate jar __ or in > Cn wie _ Ros 
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"Inf Be Th A" Colton "peremptor in; © jr is utterly-un- 
| priſe, p..392: « grue to fay that Chrilt adraits not. of any dead 
_ Epbiſ 6 r.v.. *Plants-t0 be ſet in/bis Vineyard,. or. that be takes 
. 1-8" *- «not. to himſelf a compounded body of living and 
OO « dead Members, or that the Church of God 1s not 
X « a mixed Company, &c. From the ill effets of 
3 InProverd. Ed- which, MF. Cartwright” uſed to: call: this Separation, 
* wards Apol. "=> Etence of \greater: purity, ' #he white Deml. 
E;  becauſe-there. are ſome Scriptures that ſeem 
to look this:way, and are made ufe of by thoſe that 
make mixed Communion an argument for Separati- 
an'; therefore they have taken off the force of them. 
"16 /X-Brother be a» Fornicator, &c. the Apoſtle ex- 
x Gor.'3.: wy |! herivth not.tocat with him. | 
| To this they anſwer, 
Anſw. x. That if it be meant of exc fuch an one from 
- Defence, yart Church Communion, it muſt be done by' the Church 
E: conwh '- anik nota private perſon. But you are not command- 
” Church Refor- ed to ſeparat RO the Church, if they exclude him not ; 
—_— 3 LOL So My 
I Anſm. 2. - Phat 1t 9h not religious bat civil. Commu- 
E- .. mio), | and that not all avil ſociety or commerce, but ®. 
Gmiliar only. For which they. produce ſeveral rea- 7 
ſons, 1. They argue from' the notion of eating bread, 
zalls Tryal, p. which 44 en of love: and friendſbip in phraſe of 
4 Irin ley Ar- Scripture, mot to partake of or to be fbut from the Table, 
I - p. i#-a ſign of ſamiliarityibroken. off. : So Mr. Ball, &c. 
<S 2, 2+. Theearing which1is/ here forbidden 1s allowed 
7 Jak on Full, " to be with:an Heathen ,, but its the civil eating 
| "Timnb's Theo- which _is allowed 10 be:with-an Heathen ; 
Gulia, P:/219. « therefore its the-civil.eating which is forbidden to 
F. be with a Brother, So. M” : et go 3; (Epns 
W--- <a -heie:doghidden, -1 25 ator::the)': putni ne 
Mga 261 0 CE an of - the: itntwotnt.. - To Thiils 
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j Grave © Confur.. 
As for other objections & a2 Ch = "y 
by the ſame hands, and to which\M* Baxter's anſwer quiz, p. 167. 
; Cufficient 5 If you mark all the Texts in the Goſpel, comtry's Re-" 
| you ſhall find that all the ſeparation which is command- —_— Aly > / 
ed in ſuch caſes G ſides our nation from the Infidels e. 81. 4 
and Idolatrous World, or Antichriſtian and Heretical 
Confederacies, aud No-C hurches) is but one of theſe two 
ſorts, 1. Either that the Church caſt out the inepenitent 
by the power of the Keys. Or, 2. That private men a- 
void all private ſamiberity with them ; but that the 
' private Members ſhould ſeparate from the Church, be- 
cauſe ſuch perſous are not caſt out of it, ſhew we one Text | 
to prove it if you carr. © This, faith Mr Vines, hath not On the Sacra- © 
* a ſyllable of Scripture to allow or countenance it. 7 SIOY 

But ſappoſing it. be allowed that we ought not þ. 128. 
to ſeparate from a Church, where co | Members 
are tolerated or connived at under ſome preſent cir- 
cumſtances (as for want of due proof, or thr 
particular favour) yetit ſeems to be allowable where 
there is no Diſcipline exerciſed, or taken care of. 
For then we are without an Ordinance. To avoid 
this objeQion, I ſhall conſider, 

2. The caſe with reſpet to Diſcipline, and ſball &, 2. 
ſhew from them, 1. That the want of that or de- | 
feds in it are no ſufficient reaſon for Se 
2. What Diſcipline is exerciſed or taken care of 1 in 
the Church of Ezgland. 

The former of theſe they do own and prove. 3 
Firſt, As Diſcipline is not neceſſary to the being Arg. 1. 
of a Church. This was of old mac Sera by MF 7: C's. Letter 
Cartwright,who thus argues 3 © That Church Afſem- TIED - 
« blies are builded by Faith only on Chriſt the Foun- rion in the De- 
* dation, the which Faith ſo whatſoever is E2ce of the |» 


| ** wankis oa ded, or remain- 98,99. 
| | 27, - | 
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” Vindiciec.31. of -particulars. "This \Wway Mr. Blake 
 P- 235, 238. 
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« the-Charch of Chriſt --- For though there be many - 
< things-neceflary- for every Aflenbly, - yet they be 
« neceflary to the comely and ſtable being, and not 
« fimply to the being of the Church. And afterward 
he gives an' inſtance in the Dutch Aſſemblies (or 
Lutheran Churches) which, he ſaith, are waimed ir 
Diſcipline. So D* T. Goodwin 5 © Whereas now in 
« ſome of the Pariſhes of this Kingdom, 'there are 
« many Godly Men that do conſtantly give themſelves 
«up to the Worſhip of God in publick, &c. Thefe 
< notwithſtanding their mixture and want of Diſci- 
< pline, I never thought for my part, {but that they 
« ere true Churches of Chriſt, atid Siſter-Churches, 
<« and fo ought to be acknowledged. So that if Di- 
ſcipline be not eflential to a true Church, and a true 
Church is/not'to be ſeparated from '(as has been pro- 
ved above) then the want of Diſcipline is no ſuff- 
cient reaſon for Separation. | 
Secondly, This they further prove by an induction 

| proceeds '1n 5 
« Diſcipline was negle&ed in the Church of 1/rae!, 
«yet none of the Prophets or men of God ever 
* made attempt of getting up purer ſelect Churches, 
* or made ſeparation from that which was 1n this 
«+ ſort faulty. All was not right in the exerciſe of 
«Diſcipline in the Churches planted by the Apoltles, 
« ſome are cenſured as foully. faulty, &c. - yet no- 
«* thing heard by way of advice for any to make 
<« Separation, nor any one inſtance of a Separatiſt 
« g1Ven. 


Arg. 2. 


fur. Part 1. p. 


” YinzsonSacrs--: To come lower; we are told by a learned perſon, 


" 226, *Þ that the Helvetian or Switzerland Churches claim to be 


Churches,” and have the Notes, Word, and Sacraments, as 
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them, and I am not he that ſhall blot out their Name. Pe TOR 25 
To come nearer home, it wasfſo in the late times : 
- when this was wanting, as was acknowledged *, and * Knuttor's ſe 7 
of Which Mr. Vines faith >, we know rather the Name Brio A P: 
than the thing. And it we ſhall look into the ſeve- raign. p. 48. 
ral Church-Aſſemblies amongſt the Diſlenters, we gs Dl "I 
(hall find, that as there are many Preachers without | ic &. 3 
full paitoral charge, as it 18 acknowledged, and ſothat pol. p. 65 
have little authority over their flocks in this kind, 
that have not ſo much as the name of Diſcipline a- 
mongſt them, And fo they have little reaſon to ju- 
ſtifie themſelves in a Separation-by ſuch an argument, 
that will as well wound themſelves as thoſe they bend 
it againſt ; and they that do fo are guilty of Sin. So 
Mr. Baxter 3 Many that obſerve the pollution of the 4 
Church by the great negle& of holy Diſcipline, avoid this cure Dir, 47. 
error by twening to 4 ſinful Separation. | ſhall conclude ®* *3** y 
this with that grave advice of Dr. Owen; © When x,angel. Love,, © 
« any Church, whereof a man is by his own con- <- 3- p- 77- 
« ſent antecedently a Member, doth fall in part or 
<1n whole from any of thoſe Fruths which it hath 
' «profeſied, or when it is overtaken with a neglet 
«*of Diſcipline or Irregularities in its Adminiſtration 
«ſuch a one 15 to conſider, that he is placed in his 
_ preſent ſtate by Divine Providence, that he may 
«orderly therew:endeavour to put a ſtop unto ſuch 
«« defections, M@to exerciſe his Charity, Love, and 
« Forbearance Wards the perſons of them whoſe 
<« miſcarriages "a preſent he cannot remedy. In 
* fach caſes thetYis a large and ſpatious Field for 
« Wiſdom, Patience, Love and: prudent Zeal to 
« exerciſe themfclves. And it # a woſt perverſe + 
© :raagination , that Separation is the only cure for 


__. .. *Chnrch diſorders. I this.advice be gbod- in one : 
= "A x 4". 4 "Oy Ry ; hy pM by "VIE" _ 
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ſtood, and faithfully followed, this argument would 
be of little or no. force. Ty 
2. I ſhall ſhew how little this plea of the Defe- 
Qive Diſcipline reaches the caſe, Its granted that 
there is ſuch a Power and Authority of Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Diſcipline reſident in the Church of E-gland, that 


C | *Dwelling with zf open and ſeandalous perſons are adt caſt out 5 the 
-. God, Serm. 6. fault is in the Governours, for the Law takes order 


301, 


V.GrareCon- they ſhall be, as DF Bryaz faith *. And the power 


; part 1: Þ of ſuſpenſion put thereby into the Miniſters hands 


| Firmin Sepa- k {o evident, that after D* li ollins had proved it 


rationexami- frgm the Rubricks, Canons, ec. he cancludes Þ, zts 
ned, p. 23 plain that the judgment and pradice of the Church of 


b Provocator 


provocatue, p- England 32 all times, ever ſince it was a Church, hath 
151-& 154 been to ſuſpend ſome from the Table of the Lord. So 


< 9-Day that if there be defeRts, through ſome paſt and preſert 
19. p- 233 obſtruGions in the ance of Diſcipline, yet cannot 
_—_y .y the Church properly ſtand charged with them, as is ac- 


Cawdrey's knowledged © 3 or whatever may be charged upon 
Church Refor- 14, Church, there can be no ſufficient cauſe from a 


- mat. p- 122, 


© zrinſley's Ar- defect, remiſneſs or corruption therein, for a Separa- 
raign. p. 48- tion from it. This was the conſtant judgment of 


I «wat _ the old Non-Conformiſts, which I ſhall tranſcribe 
Blake's Pindi- from a grave Authar 6 Thole, ſauh he, that for 


cie, c. 31. p. © many Years together, during the Reign of the three 
236. & laſt Princes, denied to come up to a full Confor- 
| * mity to this Church, had a low opinion of the 
« Diſcipline then exerciſed ({ of which they have 

| <« Jeft behind them large evidences). yet how tender 
pe! « were they of the Churches honour to keep Chriſti- 
« ans —_ ? how zealous were they againſt 


&« Separation? as may appear in the labours of Mr 
« Parker, M Paget, M* Bef. M* Brightman laid ns 
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* low enough, when he did not only parallel us with. 
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' « ſcipline; yer how zcatous is he againſt Separation 
« from theſe Aflemblers, and breaks out in theſe 


« words 3 Therefore their error is wicked and blaſphe- 
« wour , who ſo forſake the Church, as if Chriſt were 


« altogether baniſhed thence. 

Having thus far-conlidered what opinion the' gra- 
ver ſort of the Non-Conformiſts have of Communi- 
on with'a Church, and what rules they do lay down 
about it, and ſhew'd that according to thoſe rules, 
Separation from the Church is unlawful. I fhall 
cloſe all with the laſt advice given by a Reverend 


Perſon to his Pariſhioners m a Farewel Sermon Englands Re- - | j 
in theſe words 3 © Take heed of extreams. Itis the $7 EE 2 
< ordinary Temptation in a time of differences, to 454 


< think we cannot run too far from them we differ 
* from, and ſo whilſt we decline one Rock we fplit 
« zpon another. Rememberthe old Non-Conformiſts 
« were equal Enemies to Superftition and Separation. 


« Maintain (I befeech you ) fober Principles, ſuch 


« ag theſe are, that .every defeqive Miniſtry is not a 


<« falſe Miniſtry 3 that froful fuper-additions do not 
© qullifie Divine inſtitutions; that finfal d in 
*Ordinances do not hinder the faving e of 
«them. That there is a difference berwixt direQing- 
« a worſhip, preſcribing things fimply evil and ma- 
*nifeltly idolatrous , and direQing about Worſhip, 
«things doubrtully good being injoyned, but the 


«*unqueſtionable ſubſtance of Worftip being main- - 


*taiged. This latter doth not juſtifie Separation. 
And that the ſuppoſed corruptions in the Church 


of England are of that nature, as do not affet the 


ſubſtance ef-it,” nor, are fuch but what may be ſafely 
communieated in, I ſhall now proceed to eto? 
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reſpect 


© Owen's Peace- e 
Offer. p. 19. *2EF, are but few ©. 


Miſchief of Im- ,- F3ri#, Forms, and ſo itsrequired of the Members 
pofirions, E- of the Church that they joyn inthe ule of Liturgy or 
pt net” Common-Prayer. For the better underſtanding their 
- Judgment in this matter, I ſhall ſhew what-their opi- 
nion is of Forms of Prayer, of publick Forms, of - 
Forms preſcribed, and of that particular Form of 
Divine Service uſed in this Church. 
. 1, The uſe of Forms is declared by them to be a 
thing lawful in-it ſelf, and what God hath left us at 
liberty to uſe or not to uſe as we ſee: occaſion. So 


Tryal, c. 2-p- Mr. Ball; *The word of God doth not preſcribe We 
-" c. 8-P: «any particular Form, ſtinted 'or not ſtinted, as 


* neceſſary, but doth warrant both as allowable ; for 
I « where nothing is in particular commanded” touch- 
' *1ng. the external Form of Words and Order ,/ in 
$Sacril. deſert. & hich our petitions ſhould be preſented to the 
Pn, 92 rch © Lord, there we are left at liberty. And to put 
 Dhil.p.175. ©*Religion-in reading or uttering Words in a ſtint- 
þ —_ Theod &« e& or conceived Form, what is it leſs than Superſti- 
3 © picourſe of ® tion ? Of the ſame mind is Mr. Baxter and others. 
work of And even Dr. Ower:, though he .doth diſallow the 
”, Prayer, p.220, Compoſing Forms of Prayer for our own private 
*.-- 235- - - Uſe, yetatthe ſame time declares *, that he doth not 
FE - Armas , argue againſt Forms of Prayer 4s unlawful to be uſed, 
” Queſt. p.ss. And headds alittle after 3 If they appear mot contya- 

- ry unto, or inconſiſtent with, or are not uſed in a way 
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we bavedeſeritedfrom Scripture, bee. I | 
But they do not only aſſert, but they alſo under: * zalfs Tryal, 

take to. prove the lawfulneſs of Forms i, from the Kiews Ty MI 

: , 3. j£ 

nature, uſe, and ends of prayer, and charge the con+ myers Dwei- | -/ 
trary.opinion with Enthulialm*, and Noyelty !. - - lingwih God, oy 

Secondly, As to Forms in publick, they declare, r. ae, 

That it is lawful to uſe them, and that this was the Te- Ep.to Reader. © 


nent of all our beſt and moſt judicious Divines ®, This C— 


ro06. - 
Preſton Serm. 
on 70. t. 16«. '% 
® Clark's Lives 
of 10 Divines;* 
P» 255» | 


«* js expedient for the moſt part to keep a conſtant  _ 
* Form both of. matter and words. Mr. Bradſhaw Lite of Mr. w. © 
leads for it (as Mr. Gataker informs us in his life) Romy _ 
Þr the avoiding heſitation , which in Prayer is more (efianÞ 4 
offenſtue than in other diſcourſe. And: when in a late p- 57 "Y 
colletion of Sermons we find it complained of, yn 2 
that 2 our days - ſome have {het Schiſmatical Phraſes, Serm. 31. Pe . > 
Notions, and Do@rine in Preaching , Praying, and MY 


Praifing, that « ſober Chriſtian canner ſor; Aden 5. 1 2 46620" 
EE, © much the more confiderable. 3, <-fin of F- 

ey declare that publick. Forms were: univerſally 5; _ 
uſd.” So. Mr, Clark, faith ,- That, * ſer Forms of Ui.of. M.6 © 
Oh whats "Boa «Pre 


io =. B- ST I) 


ved 5\ , ; 
teh ſiith, upon bs Lords 'Prayer (thong 
« then he was a and afterwards "ho fi 
* in the ways of Separation) that 'it was the pra- : 
© Rice of the ancient Church, and of all the Refor- 
«* med Churches in Chriſtendom, of the Churches 
5 immediately after the Apoſtles : 5 nay (faith he) 
« of the Church in the time qf the Apoſtles, as may 
' 4 be probably gathered out of 1 Cor. 14. 26. This 
* hath alſo been the praftice of the beſt Lights that 
« eyer were ſet up in the Churches of Chriſt, 4. Ac- 
cordingly this was the praftice of the old Nan- 
Conformiſts. So Mr. Clark; It is very well known 
that the flower of our own Divines went on in this 
way, when they might have done otherwiſe, if they had 
> Pleaſed, in their Prayers before Sermons. This we are 
4 told of Mr. Bradſhaw and Mr. Cartwright *. And 
: wefind Mr. Filderſham's Prayer before Sermon Print- 
© His Doftrine ed Þ, and others. This was ſo univerſally and con- 
Lf Fatingand cqntly praiſed, that Mr. Clark tells us ©, that the fir 
Baz nan who brought conceived Prayer into uſe in thoſe parts 
you = where be lived, was Mr. Sa. Crook,, who di but in 
* the Year 1649. 
22” Thirdly, As to preſcribed Forms and Litu rgies, of 
Alt. to this yr. "Bell faith; I have ſhewed the uſe of eff inted 
Fe lawful and Flay the Word o 
© ancient uſe tn the Churches of bei . thr by 4 
Reformed Churches, which is a very convenient me- 
thod we the conſideration of their judgment in the 
cafe. - that they are lawfu), #s cor- 
* Tryal, © 1. þ trary 49 #0'precept— or commandment dire or by 
$i ©.3+ Þ 23+ Cs Beers faith Mr. Ball. .' So Mr. Nortoe | 
Anke. wo 4pols Of 4 doth determine ; * Sch things be- —_ 
, fendun; © 13+ boy Eh s cs had > x 


- 


\ 
: ">. 


» = o . TN 
*"S.< *. = 
"4 4 
- 


ne oe W" tho. © ke”. 
" of by ition, W worſhip, ani violatin 3 4 
« the dment. And DF. Owen wad Dikaatued: | 


ſelf complys with it, - who' yields, That Men or bar CIT & 
. Churches may agree upon a preſcribed Form by common * 7A 
conſent, as FS 2 and avowing it beſt for their 012 
edificationz, and only argues againſt preſcribing ſuch 
Forms of Prayer univerſally , in oppoſition, and unto 
the excluſion of free Prayer. | 2. They grant that: they 
are not- only lawful, but that there are ie ſootlheph of : 
this way of' Worſhip both in the Old and New Te- * Tanbs's The. © 
ſtament, as Mr. Tombs and others have ſhewed, and __ 221. 
Mr. Ain himſelf ed did otherwiſe argue a- Wo” F. 
gainſt them) doth confeſs 4, | 3. They grant that Bs Tryal, p. © 
they are very ancient in the Chriſtian Church : The Genre Conte, i 
| ChriſtianChurches of ancienttimes for the ſpace of this pts. if 
1400 Years atleaſt, if not from the Apoſtles time have fag; wa 
had theirſtinted Liturgies, faith Mr Ba: Andthey 12. 8. 2 
anſwer ObjeQions to the contrary *. 4. They grant * Tryfh, p- ; 
that in the beſt Reformed , ' nay in Al Reformed _ nie rug 3 
Churches, they are not only uſed and tolerated, * 7anbs Theo» 4 
but alſo uſeful and ient. 5. Thatthoſea o__} _—_ 4 
us, to whom the uſe of the Common-Prayer hath os, Fn 2 
been thought or x op 07ers have from yay. prethve Rogers's Treas  Þ| 
ed their liking aud approbation of a ftinte To A 
Ig. Ball affures us. 7 Thar 6h Lain t'it a = 
er unlawful to ſeparate from a Ch ; 
fake of {tinted Forms and Li TH Wet bg. 2, IS £ 
ly frequently affirmed by Mr. Ball *, but little lefs 129, 149,156 
evenby Mr. "Norton *, +, who faidh, I} # Key age} 
ey -- * with Churches, keen ot 
in Þ orſhip are 'in uſe 4 neit | 
s' duty wk ' Believer ,. er ah 


\ Lorf rho | 
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43. © > 
"2 , net 
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F M*- Bax Se. © ſoit not-a 
Af Pride 10 eonctade, that almoſt all-C iſt 
urches in the- World for theſe thirteen hundred 


F FTE « Years at leaſt to this day; have offered fach Wor- 
| '9 Tr, . * ſhip unto God, as that-you are obliged: to avoid 


© itz and that almoſt all the Catholick Church on 
« Earth this day is below your Communion for uſing 


« Forms ; and that even Lakin and the Presbyterr- 


« ans, Cartwright ,  Hilderſham , and the old Non- 
Conformiſts were unworthy ow Communion. * 1 
know there are ſeveral Objections againſt Forms of 
Prayer, but I know alſo that cheſs are anſwered by 


_ them. But ſince the moſt common is, that of quench- 


Nogers's 7 Tr. 


and ſtinting the Spirit ; I ſhall briefly give their 
£5 of it. They fay, - x mY 
x. To fay that perſons ſhould uſe no ſet Form, but 


Tr. 3: C 4+ P- pray. as moved by the Sp irit, 7 a fond erronr. < 


223» 
' Balls Tryal, C. , 
$ Þ: 85- 


| Ibia. p- 97: 


Ropers, tbid. 


2, They ſay, that the Spirit inſtruGeth ui what to 

ak, not in what phraſe of ſpeech. It ſtirreth up in us 
deſtres, but giveth not ability ſuddenly and without 
5h to expreſs and lay open our hearts; in fit method and 
ſignificant Word: --- "Abilir of ſpeeth-is a common gift 

. : fs % S; wpirit, which the Ts beſtoweth upon good oved 


3. "That the meaſure of the Spirit flandeth not in 
Words and Forms, - but in fervent "feb and groams. + 
4. That © there is nothing letteth, but that in ſuch 
© Forms the hearers hearts may- profitably go with 
% the ſame both to humble, to quicken, and to com- 


"Bile of Pray- fort. And D* Qwez cannot deny but that y may 
er, 0-222:231» he for edification, and that perſons in the uſe 0 them 
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; Theodala,p. 
; HEE : : Gy ae - 164, 233: 3 
t Ek, 1 hal confider whar their pinion b m | 
to:the' Engliſh Liturpy or Common Prayer, both as 
to: the Liturgy it- felt and: Communion in it. As'to 
the Liturgy it (elf, it's acknowledged | 
- 1; That the matter for the __ tis. found #r.1's Dwel- 
and divine, and that there is 20t $a d, nalhe age lng Gy 3 
in any of the Prayers, that may not bear 'a good con- 3x. Def Pare 1 
frniips, and ſo Amen may be ſaid to it, as D* Bryan AL 29, We tl ; 
with others do maintain. os PC ; 
2. That as no Church for this 1400 Years has T-D. A ernbbaa 
been without its publick Forms, fo our-is the beſt. 35 * 7 
* the old Non-Conformiſts; Compare the Doddrines, Leter of the 
ajers, Rites at thoſe times { th out } 4 uſe in +" m on - 
h hurches with CR in +, theſe (bleſſed be Lis nas Ong 
of the Lord) we are tains 4 And its not +509 
much (bort that we find in Mr. Baxter i in the name Secorid Plez. - "4 
of the preſent Non-Conformiſts. | forPeace, p..,, 
3.: That: which is accounted faulty is tolerable, and **. 
hinders not but that its acceptable to God; and edi- 
fying to pious and. well-diſpoſed Perſons. 
1olerable.So Mr. Corbet ; © The Worſhip contained Plea for Lay-* 
* in the Liturgy may lawfully be partaked io, it be- ———_ 
ing ſound for ſubltanee in the main; and the mode {xr Tryal,. | 
< thereof being laudable in divers Forms and Orders; c 5p. 158. 
<« and paſlable in the moſt, though in fome offenſive, 
6G non ova or leſs | 
Acceptable to God. So the old Non-Conformiſts 3-Letter of Mi- - | 
Iu them that join willhthe Prayers, according to Chrifts argon, - 
command. and liberty of ahfibee from Chriſt bath not 
been ) netmith Banding 1he corruptions, we bold 
the ajers, ta: be _ ———_—_ Sacrifice ifice to (God, 
&e, o3 B5oh0( 4 1 561 67) 1 79h 4 122K 
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{*K And accordingly M* Corbet profeſſeth his own ex- 
j ir Form of Worlhi 


| : © Corbet's Plea, periences © I hong I | 
3 « to, be 19. many,re ny 


SF Fo © plain 


'Y perfeQt than is defired; 
[-. 2her « yet | have found my beart-fpiritually affeted"and 
® Balfs Tryal, c. « raiſed towards God therein, and more eſpecially in 
CP ker, © receiving the Lords Supper. I judge this Form may 
* p-105 , ©be uſed formally by the formal, and ſpiritually by 
- Da 24x15 © thoſe that are ſpiritual. It is my part to make the 
 p6.  ©beſtofir, being the eſtabliſhed Form. As to.Com- 
+ ® pals Tryal, munion in the Liturgy, it is granted, 1. That there is 
WEOSn *-P: no cauſe to renounce it, or the Communion of the 
= Letter of Mi Church for it *, and that ſo to do is a Sm *. © 2. That 
© niſters of 0/4 11 ho R eformed Churches in Chriſtendom, do commonly 
2 =. Reefs profeſs to bold Communion with the Engliſh Churches in 
+ Caſe,p.7. the Liturgy, if they come among ns where it is uſed \. 
- emp 3. Its declared on the part of the old Non-Con- 
_ "vx Semis That they ordinarily and conſtantly uſed the 
* Me Bates. Communion-Book in their publick Miniftrations ®; 
Þ: _— Wc: and that the People generally were in their days fr 
* 8 tisfied in it ®. And for the preſent its declared, We 
Tic Can lawfully not only hear Common- Prayer, but read it 
P-1g7. our ſelves ves 
Fryal. c-8- p- T ſhall not trouble the Reader with the ſeveral Ob- 
_ jections againſt the Liturgy, and the anſwers return'd 
to them by the old and preſent Non-Conformifts, bur 
ſhall content my ſelf with that, which it ſeems was 
much inſiſted upon in the days of M* Ball, and their 
FT be / 7 OS MN WT > bereof i 
 Ohies. te Liturgy nt e matt orm thereof 18 
1" 400 like wntatbe Maſi-Book, | 
ww, © © It the Liturgy be Antichriſtian, it is ſo-either in 
< reſpet of the matter or.of the Form. Not of the 
& matter 3 for that which properly belonged to Ati 
* giahriſt, .the ou} and grob errors, is purged out. 
KL 11 A ; A 2 
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* Not of the Form; for Order and Phaſe of ipeech 
 *js not properly Anrichriſtian. © WW . 
2.4% That the Engliſh Liturgy is gathered according P: 155. 
c 


© to the Ancients, the pureſt of them, and is not a ,. wind in 


"Ws 


* collection out of the Maſs-Book, but a refining of od Exgl.p 14- © / 
« that Liturgy which heretofore had been (tained P* B12n5. 
** with the Maſs, &«c. and is not a tranſlation of the Goa, oſt y 
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* Maſs, but a reſtitution of the ancient Liturgy. , 319 - 
Thus faith that Learned Perſon and much more, endo 
to: whom many others do likewiſe conſent. And in 
this Mr. Tombs 1s fo zealous, that he concludes 5 Thwdwie, ps. 
I cannot but judge that either much ignorance, or much "** 
malice it is that makes any traduce the Engliſh Common- 
Prayer Book, as if it were the Popiſh Maſs-Book , or 
as bad as it, and to deter men from joining with thoſe 
Prayers and Services therein, which are good, as if it 
were joining with Antichrift the Pope, (when they car 
hardly be ignorant that the Martyrs in © Queen Mary's 
days were burnt for it) is impudent falſehood. 
Having thus far conſidered the Forms, I ſhall now 
proceed to ſhew what their opinion is of the ge- 
ſtures required in Lay- Communion, ſuch as kneeling 
at the Sacrament, and ſtanding up at the Creed and 
Goſpels. | 
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«jf- he time >e not neceſlary., . much lels the g 

« ſture. 4. If. the geſture dott oblige, then Chriſti 

* ans muſt uſe rhe ſelf ſame that Chrilt nſed. 

'B : 3. It is granted that the nature of the ordinance 
- Chriſtiane» doth not forbid kneeling. So M" Bains, kneeling 
& - ers, Let. 24 35 mot unbeſeeming a Feaſter , when our joy muſb. be 
Dire. p. 516. wingled with revirent trembling. .' So M* Baxter, 
 -* »- « The nature of the ordinance is mixed. And if 

<*it be lawful to take a pardon from the King upon 

&* our knees, T know not what can make it unlawful to 

| « take a ſealed pardon from Chrilt by bis Ambaſſador 
| Diſſ»aſive,c. * upon our Knee, Hence M* Bayley reckons itas an er- 


2. p. 30. Cc. | 
6 > 121,122, for of ſome Independents, that they accounted ſir- 


F. v. 7obnſoi's ting neceſſary as a rite ſignificant of fellowſhip with Chriſt, 
| Diſcs Plea, 3 4 ” of our He Penis of bim, and for both fo 
. Tr 35: reaſons, declared it neceſſary to keep on their hats at the 

time of participation. 
{- Letters, Ibid. . 4. It is granted not to be idolatrous. So M* Bair. 
= * Kneeling is neither an occaſion, nor by participati- 
v.z:ztChrit, £00 Idolatry : kneeling never bred Bread-worlhip. 
Dire. p. 616. ® And our dodrine of the Sacrament, known to all 
< the world, doth free us from ſuſpicion of adoration 

«*1n it. 

7% To theſe M* Tombs adds, © 1.that the Papiſts adore 
>" *not the bread at putting into their mouths, but 
*at the Elevation. It being inconſiſtent with their 

* principles to worſhip that which isnot above them, 

«2, That the worſhip of God not direfted to a 

Ag _ « creature, but before it, as an occaſional objeft of 
3 Ne. Coofton' « adoration to God's not 1dolatry.. 3. That yet in the 
 Anf=.p-28- « Chnrch of England the Elements are not occaſio- 


I Wee 5 + «natly ſo, butthe benefitsof Chriſt in the Lords Sup. 


| p. 382. ors and 4. Kneeling is not to the Bread but as the 
| Dr ſeinss cates. <<fjpnification of an humble and grateful mind, as he”. 
-. --- - fhews from the Rubrick —_ 
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caeh-v —_— in rwofoblg the Sirrdanns; ie 40% 

- rcommodious its its own nature , and made far more in- ohne 
commodious by Popiſh ſuperFition, is mot therefore ſo to p- 26% 7; 
be rejected, that we ſhould abſtain from the Sacrament 
(if we cannot otherwiſe be partakers of it) becauſe the | 
thing is uot in its own nature unlawful. Soils ſaid of Trowehtor's _ 
the old Nonconformiſts, Kneeling at the Sacrament 2% 9% > | 
Was diſliked by all, but yet thought tolerable, and that it E 

might be abeitted to b ſome of the moſt learned. | 

"'F rom all which we may conclude with Mr. Vizes, on the Serra" 
that the poſture _ circumſtance of ation, ag Tt; p. 102 \ 
well as the time and place, is ot of. the Free-bold of . 7 
the ordinance ; and with M* Baxter, that thoſe that Sacril.deſert, © 
think they muſt not receive, kneeling, think errone- * 7 q 
fy. y for _—_— up - the Creed, ec. Mr, Bax- Chriſt. Dire, 4 
ter ſaith, his judgment 1s for it, where it is required, I 
and where not doing 8 it would be diviſive and ſcandalows. ho. _—_ 
Nay elſewhere he ith, that 'tis 4 convenient ds 
geſture, &c. 

Thus 1 have conſidered the inoſt material j 

in which the Lay-members of the Church of Ex ps 
are concern'd, and ſhew'd that the lawfulneſs of the 
thin injoined upon ſuch, is declared and juſtified by 
the ſuffrage and judgment of as eminent Noncon- 
formiſts as have lived in the ſeveral Ages fince that un- 

cofftroverfie was firſt ſet on foot amongſt us. 
now what remains, but that every one con- 

- cerned ſethimſelf (ſeriouſly and impartially to confider- 
itz and it becomes ſuch-ſo to do when they go againſt 
the ſtream of the moſt experienced writers of their 
own party, who might pretend to underſtand the caſe 
as well, if not better than any that were-conyerſant 

in it, It becomes ſuch, + when they ee 
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” , Reader. 


Defence, p-17, 
52. 


> wearthin whnct the Lord 


mn of fal 
« the Aurhor of all truth, doth allow in his- frvicw.* 
« When they forſake thePrayers ofthe Congregation, 
« anddepart frog: the Table of the Lord,and break off 
« ſocicty and communion with the Churches of Chriſt, 
« ec. when they expoſe Religion to contempt, and 
« the truth of God to reproach, by the rents and di- 
« yifions in the Church, as M* Ba# doth repreſent it. 

It becomes them, hex our diviſion gratifieth the 
Papifts, and greatly hazardeth the Proteftant Religion, 
and by it we may loſe all which the ſeveral parties con- 
tend Holly as M* Baxter hath-proved. 

It becomes them ' when the Church of England is 


the Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion a us 
at home, and that according to the noted faying of 
M- Egerton, The withdrawing totally from it , would 


Brinſley's Heal- 


ing of Iſraels 
Breach 
P+-62. 


| Dwelling with 
| God, Serm.: 6. - 
Y » _Þ: 313, 314+ 


wore effetually introduce Popery, hes all the works of 
Bellarmine. 

It becomes them when this is the Bulwark of it 
abroad , and *© all the reformed Churches in the 
_ « World have a venture in this Bottom, which if _ 

ard to a Fleet, the Church of England muſt * 
= «be acknowledged to be the Admiral. And if it go 
«1]l with this Church fo as thar miſcarry, there is 
*-none .of the Churches of Chrift this day under 
* Heaven , but are like to feel it ; as M* Brinſley 
diſcourſes. 

Laſtly, It becomes them when diviſions andſepara- 
tions draw down.the diſpleaſure of God and lay us 0+ 
pen-to his Judgments Therefore D* Bryar after 
he hath largely infifted upon the Argument and the 
preſent cafe amongſt us doth thus apply himſelf, © O- 
< that I could prevail with you, to lay fadly to heart 
< the greatnefs of the fin of divifions, and ae apes 

« voulneks/ of .the puniſhment threarned _"— it, 
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h gers of private Chriſtians-to make = = 
« this ſinful pins. would read oft, and meditate Ke: 
« upon S* Jude's Epiltle to v. 20. and that the multi- Y 
« tudes that are willing to be led by them would fol- 
«low the preſcription of the means here to preſerve | 
« or recover themſelves from this ſeduQtion, v. 20, 21. /4 
« And that both would leave off their reviling the S. 
« Government Eccleſiaſtical, and the Miniſters that "if 
<« conform , and ſubmiſhively behave themſelves by 
<« the example of Michael, &c. | 
I ſhall conclude 8he whole with the peaceable and on the L 
pious advice of M* Bains. © Let every man walk © * Þ- 8%. 
« within the compaſs of his Calling. Whatſoever ly- I 
<« eth not in us to reform , it ſhall be our zeal and 
« piety to tolerate, and with patience to forbear, ef- 
« pecially in things of this nature, which concern 
« not ſo much the outward Communion with God or. , 
« Man eflentially required in a viſible ſtate , as the 
« due ordering of bufineſs in the ſaid Communion.. 
« wherein there be many ſuperfluities and defedts, . 
« (alv4 tamen Eccleſi2; yea and ſuch a Church not- <2 
« withſtanding, as wherein the beſt and trueſt Mem- «-4 
« bers (circumſtances conſidered) may have more- I 
« cauſe to rejoice than to grieve., 
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